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They are moving!

There will not
be a WAS
general
meeting in
September.

by Shari Gale
Justin and Pasha Luber are
moving to the other side of the
country. This can be directly
contributed to the Covid pandemic.
During the last year, they both
discovered they can work remotely
from home. Since a move would not
negatively impact their jobs, they
decided to relocate to South Carolina
to be closer to family.
By the time you read this they
will be almost completely packed
and ready for the cross-country road
trip.
While both Justin and Pasha
have always been strong supporters
of WAS, Justin was on the Executive
Committee at one time, I’m going to
concentrate on Pasha.
For years she has been our
Activities Director and she proofread
this newsletter. Both Pasha and Dale
Justice — no matter how busy they
are — month after month, year after
year take the time to proofread every
word you see here.
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Pasha is, understandably,
stepping down from both her
proofreading duties and the
job of Activities Director. It’s
understandable, but it is still sad to
lose her.
I’m going to really miss her.
Pasha always, without fail, saw the
positive side of everything. She
cheered me on when the newsletter
editor’s job seemed particularly
daunting. She is a great motivator.
I sure hope both Justin and Pasha
stay in touch with us.

See you out
on the launch
field!

2021 WAS Officers
President:
Shari Gale

Activities Director:
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Vice President:
Marianne LeDoux

Web Master:
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Happenings

in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

There will be no September
General WAS Meeting
August 27-29, 2021
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org
September 1-5, 2021
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, Idaho
https://spiritofboise.com/

Rally News
Albany:
The Northwest Art & Air
Festival gets under way on
Thursday, August 26. It wraps up
on Sunday, August 29. Balloons are
scheduled to launch at 6:45 am each
morning. Thirty pilots are scheduled
to fly this event. There will be a
night glow at 8:00 p.m. on Friday.
The festival will encompass
more than balloons, like it always
has in pre-Covid times. There
will be around 65 booths selling
everything from pottery, paintings,
fused glass, toys and photography.
(Be sure to check out if there’s a
photo of your favorite balloon for
sale.)
There will be live music as
well. The headliners will be The
Guess Who. The concert is free,
but you have to have a wrist band
to get in the gates. The bands will
be distributed starting at 10:00 am
on Saturday morning. You cannot
obtain a wrist band for someone who
is not with you.
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September 10-12, 2021
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information:
http://www.renoballoon.com
September 24-26, 2021
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information:
http://www.prosserballoonrally.
org

This official site
map does not
show the launch
site. This map
primarily shows
the other activities set up for the
festival. Note: the
Blue Parking area
dedicated to
balloonists.

The launch is in the area designated by
the mustard colored box at the bottom of
the map labeled “General Parking.” It extends to the south and east. It is used for
parking in the afternoons and evenings.
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September 24-26, 2021
Winnemucca Balloon Festival
Winnemucca, NV
https://winnemuccaballoons.
wixsite.com/winnemuccaballoons

Boise:
This rally starts on Wednesday,
September 1 for Kid’s Day. It ends
on Sunday. September 5. You can
make Labor Day a travel day or stay
longer for another flight.
There are some changes this
year. The big one is the fact that
the Boise Police Department has
determined that the launch site, Ann
Morrison Park, will be closed for
the duration of the event. Balloon
chase vehicles will be issued a
hang tag to be displayed from the
mirror. Without one, you will not
be allowed to even enter the park.
A special crew parking area will be
designated, and crew members will
be issued their own passes.
The pilot briefing on Wednesday
is set for 6:45, Thursday it is set for
6:40, and Friday-Sunday the briefing
is set for 6:30. There will be dawn
patrol launches over the weekend.
There will be a glow set up for
Friday evening. The caravan to the
park is set to leave at 5:25 pm from
the official motel.
There will be a special tribute
flight for Scott Spencer on Friday
morning.
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Glowing at the Relay for Life of the Mid-Valley
Saturday, July 31, 2021 • Photos by Dave Jackson

WAS members Carmen Blakely, Cheryl Isaacs and John
Kent along with Carson Beightol volunteered their time
and equipment to glow during the recent Relay for Life
held at the Wood Shoe Tulip Farm outside of
Woodburn, Oregon. Their participation was greatly
appreciated by the organizers and the spectators.
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New FAA Restrictions on Experimental Aircraft in Dispute
AOPA Objects and Calls for Action

Information gleaned from Aircraft Owners and Pilot Association press releases of July 9, July 11 and August 10, 2021

AOPA and ten other aviation
groups sent a strongly worded letter
to FAA Administrator Steve Dickson
on June8, 2021, warning the agency
that its initial perspective of the recent Warbird Adventures decision by
the DC Circuit Court of Appeals has
serious and negative implications on
the broader flight-training community. The ten organizations included
the Experimental Aircraft Association, the General Aviation Manufacturers Association, the National
Business Aviation Association, the
National Air Transportation Association, the National Association
of Flight Instructors, and the North
American Trainer Association.
In early July the groups asked
the FAA to revisit this initial view
that a flight instructor who is operating a limited category aircraft and
carrying a paying student is acting
contrary to federal regulation, even
if that compensation is for the instruction and not carriage. Further-

more, the FAA’s letter stated that the
same prohibitions may extend to an
instructor providing flight training
in an experimental aircraft, such as a
homebuilt hot air balloon.
The FAA released a “notification
policy” in mid-July which did not
allow for public comment, a process
required by the Administrative Procedure Act. Their July 8 eight-page
policy included language which
requires owners of experimental aircraft or flight instructors providing
flight training in those aircraft to apply electronically for a letter of deviation authority (LODA). “Bottom
line, the rule means that starting July
12, anyone paying for flight instruction in their experimental, limited,
or primary category aircraft must
have completed the LODA process.
While the new “policy” does not
affect flight training in aircraft with
a standard airworthiness certificate,
the change for other categories is
seen as a slippery slope that could

lead to more changes for those flying
typical certified aircraft.”
AOPA President, Mark Baker, is
calling on members to contact their
representative in Congress to urge
them to support the Certainty for
General Aviation Pilots Act of 2021,
which clarifies that giving or receiving flight training is not considered
carrying a passenger for compensation or hire.
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/
all-news/2021/june/09/aviation-groups-express-displeasure-with-faas-viewpoint-onimplications-of-warbird-case-pr
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/allnews/2021/july/11/aopa-blasts-faa-flighttraining-directive
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/
all-news/2021/july/22/aopa-turns-to-congress-to-solve--faa-created-flight-trainingcrisis-pr

Dale wants to hear from you!
Please encourage your crew members/friends/family to
join WAS. Membership is only $20!
There is an application on page 11. Just print it out,
write a check, and mail it all to club treasrer, Dale
Justice.
Dale’s address is on the application form.

We need to expand our ballooning
community! You can help.
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Meet Laura and Bales
By Shari Gale
police officer and ended his career
as a Corrections Deputy. “I showed
up to my retirement party from law
enforcement dressed as a pirate.
(‘Always be yourself. Unless you
can be a pirate — then always be a
pirate’) or a gypsy, shark, mermaid,
or a wizard. I’ve been a pirate ever
since.”
When Bales is not ballooning,
he attends pirate events. “Our group,
Shark Bait, has a large sailing ship
that we set up for pirate events and
spend the weekend dressed-up as
pirates, gypsies, mermaids, and
Bales and Laura
sharks. I will occasionally put on my
Recently it was decided that the
Friar/Prior robes and take my cat o’
stories on Bales and Laura needed to nine tails to whip them pirates back
be shared at the same time.
into shape.” Several of the Shark
Bait members are also current or
former balloonists. It’s a camping
First up is Bales
weekend so they have lots of time
Bales has a first name, but rarely to role play and hang out with each
does he use it. (It’s Gerald/Jerry.)
other. Their pirate ship, while not
He’s an important part of Oregon’s
seaworthy, is an impressive sight at
ballooning community. He is always any pirate festival. It takes more than
up for an adventure.
one day to set it up. The sails are
Over the years he’s lived in
made from old red balloon fabric,
so many places it makes my head
so two of his favorite activities
spin: Anchorage, Wasilla, Fire Lake interlace nicely.
and Fairbanks, Alaska; Alexandria
Beyond ballooning and pirate
Virginia; Eugene, Elmira, Junction
festivals, Bales loves to fish, go
City, Portland, Aloha, Corvallis,
kayaking, camping and “moving
Clackamas, and Molalla, Oregon. He rocks.” He also collects wives – not
currently lives in Newberg, Oregon. exactly what you are thinking. Next
Bales grew up with five brothers.
He claims “I’m the normal one.”
He also claims that his two older
brothers spend the first few years of
his life admittedly trying to kill him.
“Then my younger brothers started
to show up so the older ones gave
up. Yet, Dad is the one that drove the
trailer over my head.”
Bales has worked as a gas
station attendant, been a mechanic,
a maintenance man, a custodian,
plus he worked in security for
Multnomah County Courthouse.
He found his preferred career as a
AeroStats
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Morning Glory at the tulip festival.

time you see him out on a launch
field, you will need to ask him what
he means by that statement.
Bales started in ballooning when
his friend, Laura Hancock asked
him if he wanted to crew while he
was on vacation in Reno in 1994.
He crewed for Ron Purdum who
flew Pacific High. (Ron is Rod
Purdum’s father, and one of the
first balloonists in Oregon.) After
one of the flights, Ron started
giving neighborhood kids tethered
rides. According to Bales, “I have
been addicted to the smiles and
adventures that ballooning provides
to me ever since.”.
In 1999 Dale Justice offered an
Aerostar balloon system to Laura
Hancock. The balloon was named
Morning Mist and had been owned
by John and Anita Uland. When they
moved to Tennessee they stopped
ballooning, and just stored the
balloon for a while. They ended up
giving the system to Dale, who had

Continued on page 7
Page 6

Laura and Bales

Continued from page 6

Laura and Bales upon landing in Albany.
Photo taken by a giggling Larry Simberger.

If you have not had a chance to
meet Bales, by all means go over
and introduce yourself. He’s a fun
person with whom to chat. He’s got
some great stories to share and some
interesting insights into the way the
world works.
been a loyal crew member. Dale in
turn offered it to Laura. The catch
was the envelope was completely
unairworthy by this time. One whiff
after you opened the envelope bag
gave you fair warning. Everything
else was in great shape. Bales said,
“I was just the catalyst that turned
Morning Mist into Morning Glory.
I was living with and taking care of
my Mom when Dale gave Morning
Mist to Laura. Since I had an
overabundance of funds, it was easy
to buy a new envelope and become
part of Morning Glory.”
That’s when ballooning
adventures kicked into high
gear. Bales has been to rallies all
over the Pacific Northwest and
the Southwest. He often offers
transportation for the equipment.
The part he loves the most about
ballooning is the “adventures,
smiles, laughs and all my wonderful
and amazing “wifes” and friends
who also love ballooning. He even
helps some of those “wifes” collect
rocks for their rock gardens as they
travel from rally to rally. That is
going above and beyond.

Now it is time for Laura
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managing her beautiful garden, as
well. She even has an alligator living
in her newly enlarged pond. Well,
she’d like you to believe there’s an
alligator in there.
Four young adults have the
privilege of calling her mom: Lu,
Meag, Katie and Spencer. She, also,
has one exhausted husband, Pat,
three grandchildren, one and a half
dogs, and one feisty cat. She loves
her family with all her heart. Laura
is fortunate to belong to a very
large and close family. “We are all
actually friends.”
Laura started her ballooning
addiction in 1990 at the Portland
Rose Festival Rally when she saw
the Mickey Mouse balloon. As
Laura said, “He called to me. I
answered.”
Laura’s bestie, Bales, is the coowner of Morning Glory. Her log
book entry reads: “’Morning Mist’
was given to Laura Hancock by
Dale Justice at the Tigard Festival
of Balloons in June of 1999.
The envelope was deemed not
airworthy. Gerald Bales purchased
a new envelope in March of 2001
and became co-owner of the new
‘Morning Glory.’ ”
Long before Bales bought the
new envelope, he and Laura had

Laura is a unique soul everyone
needs to sit down and talk with
over a margarita at some point. She
was born in Queens, New York
and grew up in Oceanside on Long
Island. She’s got five brothers, so
she learned to assert herself early
in life. That’s a necessary skill
when you are
outnumbered
five to one.
She went
to school in
Oceanside,
and went to
Texas Christian
University,
with some
time spent
at Portland
Community
College.
She studied
business,
computers and
management. The pirate ship Shark Bait has been transported to several pirate
She’s very
festivals over the years. The sails are made from old balloon fabric.
good at

Continued on page 8
Page 7

force behind getting that rally up and
running for seven years. Fittingly,
Continued from page 7
Laura and her husband Pat got
married in the cockpit of the Spruce
formed a friendship. They took
Goose.
adventures together whenever they
Laura’s favorite part of
could.
ballooning is “hearing the
She says, “Bales is the only
pickup out front at 4:30 in the
person she knows that would
morning, opening the back door
actually go to Yellowstone on the
of the trailer and seeing her there.
way to the Albuquerque Fiesta with
The feel of the wicker when I tell
her.” They recently took another
her good morning. Balloonists, old
long road trip after leaving Driggs,
Idaho at the rally’s conclusion. They friends and new, seeing the wonder
picked up rocks for her garden along in their eyes and sharing my passion
with them. Meeting the sunrise, the
the way.
laughter of children when we pull
Laura says, “I adventure; I fly; I
out fabric; the awe in people’s eyes
kayak; I fish; I garden; and I rock.”
when we peek inside the turning
(Editor’s note: I’d say Laura also
vents; new crew and passengers;
Rocks, with a capitol R.)
old crew and passengers; lifting off;
Her favorite places she’s flown
feeling the gentle changes in the
are Winthrop, and Prosser, WA;
wind; changes of seasons in the tops
Gallup, NM; Albany and Newberg,
of trees; seeing the silver sunshine
OR plus Tuscany and Taiwan.
on the wings of geese; our reflection
She served as Mother Goose
on water; the feel of her envelope
during the years when the Loose
when we pack her up; and tall tales
Goose Balloon Rally was in
at picnics, and the same tall tales 30
operation. It was based at the
Evergreen Aviation Museum, which years later.” That is the sound of her
passion for our sport.
is home to the infamous Spruce
See what I mean about sitting
Goose. Hence, the name of the rally.
down to talk to her over a margarita?
She loved the museum, “airplanes
and airplane history. Why don’t we
fly balloons here? What a wonderful
(and logical) way to combine
my passion for airplanes and
ballooning.” She was the driving

Laura and Bales

In March Bales, Mary Heath and Tim Gale
all have birthdays within days of each other.
They celebrated in 2021 by getting together
to tether Cheryl Isaacs’ balloon and then
enjoy breakfast together.

Laura and Bales participated in the Gallup,
NM Christmas parade. Bales was impersonating a Christmas pirate squid. (Don’t ask.)

This photo was taken of Laura, Carmen
Blakely and Edie Stoaks on a sleigh ride
at Sun Mountain Resort in Winthrop, WA.
What were they drinking? They aren’t
telling, but they were having a great time.
Laura and her husband, Pat Bowen, love to
travel a lot. Luckily, Pat’s job with
Southwest Airlines makes it a little easier
for them.
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More Photos of Bales and Laura

Laura is bookended by her kids in this photo: On the left, Lu and Meag. On
Laura’s right are Katie and Spencer.

The Shark Bait crew. Laura and Bales are tucked into the
very back row.

Laura and her daughter, Lu, lifting off
during the Winthrop Balloon Round-up.

Laura and Bales on a Snake River float trip in July.

Bales recently modeled his newest fashion
statement.

Bales and his son Andy often come out together to crew. Amazingly, Andy is almost as
tall his dad now.
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No matter what the task, Bales is always
willing to help his friends. Last December
he helped Tim Gale move a refrigerator into
the basement of the Gale’s new home.
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Nelson and Spanky — Hot Air Balloon Surprise
Review by Shari Gale

It’s Time!

Nominations for the
Executive Committee
Are Now Open.

Sue Christopherson is now
writing children’s books featuring
the adventures of her two pugs,
Nelson and Spanky. I first met Sue
when we took her and her husband
Dave for their first balloon ride.
At that time they lived in Salem,
Oregon. It wasn’t long before they
had purchased a balloon and Sue
got her pilot certificate. We enjoyed
flying with them for several years.
Eventually, they made the
decision to quit ballooning and
they moved away. They now live in
Ellensburg, Washington.
Sue’s second children’s book

is Nelson and Spanky — Hot Air
Balloon Surprise. The book centers
around the adventures the two pugs
have early one morning while “their
favorite girl,” Tilly, was still sound
asleep. It’s a fun, cute story that
introduces young readers to words
like “whoosh” and “aeronauts.”
If you have a child on your
shopping list, I’d highly recommend
this book.
Here’s my shameless plug for a
couple of pugs: You can order the
book through Amazon. The link is:
https://www.amazon.com/Nelson-SpankyHot-Balloon-Surprise/dp/B095NR7Z53/

Desperately

Proof Reader Deseprately Needed

It is time for new
leadership for
our club.
Do you want to step forward to
help keep WAS going?
Is there someone else you’d like
to nominate?

Volunteer now!
It is also time to
make nominations for
Aeronaut of the Year and Crew
Member of the Year
Send your nominations by e-mail
to Dale Justice at:
Outerlimits41@aol.com

Dale Justice is still onboard as a proofreader for the newsletter, but he
really wants to have back-up. It’s hard to catch all my mistakes.
Please helps us out!
Thanks! Shari Gale (ExecComm@WASballoon.info)
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2021 WAS Membership Application
Name:
❏ Pilot ❏ Crew ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday: Month
Day
Address:
City: 		
State: 		
Date Submitted:			
Home Phone #: (
)
Cell Phone #: (
)
E-Mail Address:
@
BFA Membership #:

Zip:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level:
FAA Wings Level:

BFA Pilot Level:
Other:

Family Member Information
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:

❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot

Membership Type
❏ Charter ($20) ❏ Single or Family ($20)

❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew

❏ Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)

Membership

The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out.
Please use a 2nd page if there are
two pilots in the family, or if you
have family members with additional information such as cell
phone # and/or BFA #’s.

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
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Willamette Aerostat Society
Waiver
Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement
 To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
 To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

To obtain Member Contact information,
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer.
For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to:
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy

Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a
space available basis at no charge.
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising,
subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format
with pictures in JPG format.
AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates

Full Page — $30
1/2 Page — $20
1/4 Page — $15
Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.
The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.
Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

AeroStats is a monthly
publication
of the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
WAS welcomes you to reprint
material from this newsletter
by individuals or
balloon club organizations
for their personal
or organization use.
We ask that you credit WAS,
AeroStats and the author
in any reuse of newsletter material.
Commercial use of material
(articles or images)
for any reason is prohibited
without the express
written consent
from the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
Material to be considered for
publication should be
mailed or e-mailed to the
Newsletter Editor at
sharigaleOR@gmail.com
Publication deadline
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.
AeroStats reserves the right
to deny publication
of submitted material
for any reason.
Material published in AeroStats
does not imply endorsement
by WAS, its officers,
newsletter editor, or its members
of an event.
Nor does it imply agreement with
opinions, comments, or endorsement
of any product.

Front Cover Photo:

“Morning Glory” flying over the pond during the Valley View Air Show outside of
McMinnville, Oregon / Photo by Shari Gale.
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