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Stay on top of things!
Please join us for the November Zoom meeting

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 at 7:00
PM (Pacific Time).
An email with links for the meeting will be sent
to all current WAS members.

It’s time to renew your
WAS membership for 2022.
Details can be found on
page 9.
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2021 WAS Officers
President:
Shari Gale

Activities Director:
open

Vice President:
Marianne LeDoux

Web Master:
Cory Miller

Secretary/Treasurer:
Dale Justice
Others:

WAS website:
http://www.wasballoon.info

Newsletter Editor:
Shari Gale

Email: ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Willamette Aerostat Society

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting using Zoom
Wednesday, October 13, 2021
Present:
Shari Gale, President & Newsletter Editor
Marianne LeDoux, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary/Treasurer
and 14 additional members.
Unassigned: New Activities Director
1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p. m. by Shari
using Zoom on the internet.
2. Moved by Carmen Blakely, seconded by Jeanne Anson,
to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2021 meeting as
printed in the July, 2021 Newsletter. Motion passed.
3. Treasurer’s report — from Dale, as of October 12,
2021.
2020-2021 Members 73 (42 memberships paid)
Checking
$389.51
Savings
105.00
Cash
7.00
Total
$501.51
• Paid in June: Dream Host (web site) and Oregon Corp.
Division.
• One 2022 membership has been received and is not
yet deposited.
4. Correspondence –
None
5. News –
1. Regulatory – An FAA flight training policy on
restricting paid experimental aircraft pilot instruction
came out. There is a bill in congress to remove the
restriction.
2. Regulatory – FAA second class medical policy
NPRM or removal may be imminent, according to the
BFA.
3. Jim Smith’s health was reported on.
4. WAS – The Aeronaut and Crew of the Year award
nominating and election will be held starting in January,
2022.

It was to be held on October 14-17.
2. Gallup, NM, Red Rock Balloon Rally is scheduled
for December 3-5.
3. Updates and other rally information will be in the
newsletter and on www.wasballoon.info.
7. Old Business –
PayPal for memberships is on hold until a change in the
club’s banking is made.
8. New Business –
1. Officers for 2022 – the election of officers for
2022 will be held in December. Nominations can be
submitted starting now. The election is typically held at
the annual Christmas Party.
2. Dues are due for 2022, by January 31. After
March 31, 2022, lapsed members will be removed from
the roster.
3. Shari and Tim Gale have volunteered to have the
Christmas Party at their house in Albany on December 11
at 1 p.m. (Location: 1300 39th Ave. SW, Albany, Oregon)
4. Tim is willing to put on a safety seminar in 2022.
He would like ideas for the subject matter.
9. A discussion followed of recent Albuquerque trips by
Sallie Loflin and Joy Sibayan. Barb Tomlin also told the
group about herself.
10. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday,
November 17, 2021 at 7:00 p. m. on Zoom. The
information to attend will be sent to WAS members by
email.
11. Shari adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p. m.
Respectfully submitted,
Dale T. Justice
/signed/dtj/10-18-2021

6. Events –
1. Walla Walla, WA Balloon Stampede is canceled.
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Happenings

in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Wednesday, November 17, 2021
at 7:00 PM
WAS General Meeting via Zoom
A link will be sent to all current
WAS members soon.

December 3-5, 2021
Red Rock Balloon Rally
Gallup, New Mexico
http://redrockballoonrally.com

Time for Executive
Committee Elections

2021 Aeronaut/Crew of the Year Awards

The current officers have agreed
to run for office again in 2021. They
are:
Shari Gale - President
Marianne LeDoux - Vice President
Dale Justice - Secretary/Treasurer
Just because Shari, Marianne and
Dale have offered to run again does
not mean you can’t write in a different candidate for an office. Feel free
to do it. Just write down who you
want to serve in any of the
positions. If you want the job yourself, organize a write-in campaign
and go for it!
An email will be sent out later
this month to all current WAS members. Ballots can be returned via
e-mail or hand delivered at the time
of the 2021 Christmas Party.
Look for the email coming to
you soon.

The Willamette Aeronaut Society’s
Aeronaut Of The Year Award and
Crew Of The Year are annual awards
presented to individuals who have
made a significant contribution to
the Sport of Ballooning during the
past year. The Award process is as
follows:
• Nominations, complete with a
description of why the Award should
be given, are received from the General Club Membership by the Executive Committee;
• Nominations are reviewed for
appropriateness as defined in the
Aeronaut/Crew Of The Year Procedures.
• The Award is presented during a
General Meeting, or other appropriate occasion.
It is time to consider nominees for
the WAS 2021 awards.

Saturday, December 11, 2021
WAS Christmas Party
Tim & Shari’s home in Albany.
More details will be supplied in
the next WAS newsletter.

Please consider accomplishments
of your fellow Aeronauts (Pilots and
Crew) made during the year 2021
and nominate those you feel have
made a significant contribution to
the sport of ballooning. Any WAS
Member is eligible for nomination.
In addition, when significant contributions by others have been made,
they may also be considered.
Nominations should include a
description of the Nominee’s accomplishments. Nominations should
be sent, or e-mailed, to Dale Justice
Outerlimits41@aol.com no later
than Wednesday, January 5, 2021 in
order to be considered.
Thank you,

Your WAS Executive
Committee

We are thankful for our wonderful
local ballooning community!

Happy Thanksgiving
to you all!
AeroStats
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2021 Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta
Photos by Joy Sibayan
Joy Sibayan, pictured below, on the left in the center photo, drove down to New Mexico with Jack and Sallie Loflin
to help them during the recent balloon fiesta. These are her photos and captions.

The rest of the crew: me and Deb O’Connor,
who lives in Salem and drove down to help
us.

Best. Pilot & Crew. Ever.
Jack waits his turn.

Crew packing up while last few balloons
prepare to launch.
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Best crown line monitors at Fiesta.
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AIBF Photos by Joy
Continued from page 5

We got to watch and talk with the team
sewing and assembling this balloon
throughout the week. Its maiden launch was
Saturday morning October 9, 2021.

Landowner relations success story. Notice
the perfectly groomed pasture in the
background.

Competition. We got 87th out of 111!

The new Cameron balloon
Loflin’s balloon, Emerald, through the balloon roof, Sallie reflected
while she navigates

Special Shapes Glowdeo Thursday evening
AeroStats
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From the editor:
Thank you Joy for
contributing these
great photos!
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The Montgolfier Brothers
By Estelle de Montgolfier
Delivered to the Willamette Aerostat Society at the Mint Festival, Jefferson, Oregon,
by her granddaughter Clelia Bensussan de Montgolfier, July 24, 2010

To fly has always been a human
dream and many civilizations have
their own legends. The most famous
one is that of Dedalus who escaped
from the Labyrinth by using wings.
He landed on the sand, but his son,
Icarus, was more ambitious and
while trying to fly towards the sun,
was the first victim of an air-crash.
For centuries, no one paid any
attention to smoke climbing in the
air, to floating clouds or to soap
bubbles which rise up when they
are warm and come down when
they are cool. There was even a
popular game amongst young boys
who would empty eggs of their
contents, seal them with some kind
of varnish and then heat them and
see the eggs float up to the ceiling.
The first successful step towards
flying was taken in Avignon, in
November 1782. Avignon was
inside the kindom of France but it
still belonged to the popes. With the
Pope far away in Rome, Avignon
was something of a tax-haven
and a place where books could be
published without royal censorship.
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The Montgolfiers had been
paper-makers for centuries. In
the 18th century, in the Age of
Enlightenment, the Montgolfiers
were no aristocrats, but hardworking technicians, always on the
lookout for new techniques. Joseph
Montgolfier often came to Avignon
on business for his father. He would
buy tax-free wood, and sell paper to
the Avignon printing businesses.
In November 1782, Joseph was
in Avignon. It had been raining and
he was drying his clothes in front
of the fireplace in a lodging house
which still exists in Avignon. He was
looking at a print of Gibralter. At the
time, the town was under seige. He
reflected on how easy it would be to
invade the town from the air. Then
he saw smoke rising in the chimney.
Smoke must be lighter than air,
he thought. He suddenly tore off
his shirt, twisted the collar and the
sleeves and turned the shirt into a
sort of bag placing it in front of the
fireplace. The shirt filled with hot air
and puffed out.
He asked the housekeeper to
sew a silk
bag and
experimented
with this over
a candle.
The bag
floated up and
bumped into
the ceiling.
He wrote an
excited note
to his brother
Etienne: “Get
a supply of
taffeta and of
ropes quickly
and you
will see one
November 2021 • Volume 23, Number 11

Joseph and Etienne Montgolfier

of the most astonishing things in the
world!”
Then for about six months, the
two brothers worked together on
several experiments in their mills
making balloons out of cotton cloth
lined with paper. They staged their
first public flight on June 4th, 1783
in front of the local parliament “Les
Etats-du Vivarais.” The balloon
envelope had three paper linings
and 1800 buttons and button-holes
tying the cotton and paper together.
It was filled with hot air produced by
burning wool and straw. The Balloon
rose and flew two miles away in the
air and then came down and burned.
The members of the first assembly
wrote down a report of the public
performance.
Details of the first flight reached
the king and the Montgolfier
brothers were invited to go to Paris
to build a balloon and demonstrate
it in front of the king. But in Paris
a physicist, Charles, improved
the technique, by mading a much
smaller balloon of oiled silk filled
with hydrogen which was flown on
27 August 1783 from the Champ de
Mars in Paris (near where the Eiffel
Tower stands today). After about
15 miles it burst and fell in flames
near Gonesse. The peasants thought
Continued on page 8
Page 7

Montgolfier Brothers
Continued from page 7

it was a dangerous mythical animal
and attacked it with pitchforks.
King Louis XVI had to write a
public letter to be read in churches
explaining that philosophers (that
was the word used at the time for
scientists) were experimenting with
balloons. Etienne’s balloon was
made of taffeta covered inside and
outside with paper. He put a basket
under the globe and three travelers
took their places in it. The flight took
place on September 19th in front of
the Palace of Versailles. American
and other foreign diplomats were in
Versailles where they had signed the
American Independence Treaty. The
diplomats stayed on to watch the
flight. In a letter to his wife, Etienne
recounted the episode: “We feel
fine. We’ve landed safely in spite of
the wind. It’s given us an appetite.
This is what we could gather from
the talk of the travelers, seeing that
they don’t know how to write and
we have neglected to teach them
French. The first could only say
“Quack Quack”, the second “Cocka-Doodle-Doo” and the third, no
doubt a member of the Lamb family,
replied only “Baaaa” to all our
questions.”
The next step was a manned
flight. Pilatre de Rozier wanted
to be the first pilot. His father
was a pharmacist in Metz. He
studied chemistry and physics.
The king refused to risk human
lives. Pilatre was persistent and
with the Marquess of Arlande,
on November 21, at the Chateau
de la Muette (which no longer
exists) they flew the first manned
flight. A distinguished neighbor
was Benjamin Franklin and his
house near Passy overlooked the
Seine. He took great interest in the
balloon and on the evening of the
first flight he wrote a long letter to
Sir Joseph Banks, President of the
AeroStats

Physicist Jacques Charles invented and successfully launched the first hydrogen ballon.

Royal Society in London in which
he described what he had seen:
“The two men were in a gallery
under the balloon. The balloon
was open and in the middle of the
opening there was a kind of basket
grate to burn straw and sheaves.
A few months since, the idea of
witches riding thro’ the air upon a
broomstick and that of philosophers
upon a bag of smoke would have
appeared equally impossible and
ridiculous.” He added, “One cannot
say how far it may go.” Franklin was
a great supporter of balloons from
the beginning. When someone said,
“What is the use of a balloon?” he
replied “What is the use of a newborn baby!” Franklin commented:
“I’m sorry this experiment is
totally neglected in England where
mechanical genius is so strong. I
wish I could see the same emulation
between the two nations as I have
seen in the two parties here. We
should not suffer pride to prevent
our progress in science. Beings of
a rank and nature far superior to
ours have not disdained to amuse
themselves by making and launching
balloons, otherwise we should never
have enjoyed the light of those
glorious objects that rule over day
and night nor have had the pleasure
of riding round the Sun upon the
November 2021 • Volume 23, Number 11

balloon we now inhabit.”
Over in England, people were
certainly envious of the French. To
comfort themselves they said: “We
English people are grave and serious
people, so it is only natural that an
Englishman, Newton, should have
discoverd the law of gravity. The
French have so much levity in their
make-up, it is only natural that they
should have discovered the law of
levitation.”
The balloon in the first manned
flight traveled about 8 miles.
When the men landed they were
triumphantly greeted by the people
of Paris. The officials sponsoring
the flight soon arrived on the
spot. Amongst them was General
Ellis, an English traveler who had
accompanied Captain Cook on his
1776 voyage. He wanted to sign
the description of the flight but the
French Duke of Polignac refused to
let him sign it saying it was a French
business: “We want no foreign
names.” General Ellis replied: “I
would have signed it on my bended
knees.”
And there were more flights...
On 7 January 1785,
Blanchard and an American doctor,
Jeffries, crossed the English Channel
in a hydrogen balloon from Dover
to Calais. About half-way across,
their balloon began to lose altitude,
so they threw out ballast, hooks,
ornamentation, even their coats off
their backs...and even Blanchard’s
trousers. They just kept cork
jackets and were expecting an icy
bath when suddenly the balloon
rose and carried them in their
underwear across the shore and over
a forest. They skimmed the trees
dangerously. They threw off the cork
jackets and remembering they had
drunk a great deal before launching,
they thought there might be a natural
way of becoming lighter so they
were able to slow down their fall
Continued on page 9
Page 8

Montgolfier Brothers
Continued from page 8

and hold on to a big branch. John
Jeffries paid all the bills and wrote
a funny and interesting narrative. It
was only 198 years after that there
was another successful flight from
France toward England. Too much
wind!
On 9 January 1793, Blanchard
conducted the first balloon flight
in North America, ascending
from Philadelphia and landing in
Deptford, Gloucester County, New
Jersey. One of the flight’s witnesses
that day was President George
Washington and the future presidents
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson,
Charles’s balloon was brought back to Paris in a triumphant procession the day after its
James Madison and James Monroe.
Estelle deMontgolfier

Your Input is Needed

on the 2022 Safety Seminar
by Tim Gale
Now that the 2021 season has
been wrapped up for most of us, I’m
thinking of a seminar for late winter
of 2022. Early March is my target
date and I plan the usual eight-hour
program with the BFA list of subject
categories:
• Weather
• Accidents
• Aeronautical Decision Making
with perhaps Crew Training
• Flight Operations
• Something on Propane or
Repair.
I’d like to hear from you.
What should we cover in the
seminar? I need your input.
Thank you. You can reach me at:
timgale2@gmail.com
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historic 27-mile flight. The partially deflated balloon was escorted by serveral important
people. People along the route cheered the procession.

It’s Time to Renew Your WAS
Membership!

Options for Renewing Your
Membership Coming Soon
You can join WAS or renew your membership using low
tech means of copying the application and sending a check
to the club treasurer, Dale Justice. (His address is on the
application form on the following page.)
OR...
You will soon be able to use Square, an online payment
service. Just a click of a button will bring you to the
website. Click another button and you can fill out an
online application and pay by credit card. An e-mail will
be sent to all current WAS members to let them know
when this option is available. It’s hopefully coming within
the next month.
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2022 WAS Membership Application
Name:
❏ Pilot ❏ Crew ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday: Month
Day
Address:
City: 		
State: 		
Date Submitted:			
Home Phone #: (
)
Cell Phone #: (
)
E-Mail Address:
@
BFA Membership #:

Zip:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level:
FAA Wings Level:

BFA Pilot Level:
Other:

Family Member Information
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:

❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot

Membership Type
❏ Charter ($20) ❏ Single or Family ($20)

❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew

❏ Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)

Membership

The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out.
Please use a 2nd page if there are
two pilots in the family, or if you
have family members with additional information such as cell
phone # and/or BFA #’s.

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:

AeroStats

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR 97132
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Willamette Aerostat Society
Waiver
Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement
 To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
 To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

To obtain Member Contact information,
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer.
For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to:
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy

Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a
space available basis at no charge.
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising,
subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format
with pictures in JPG format.
AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates

Full Page — $30
1/2 Page — $20
1/4 Page — $15
Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.
The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.
Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

AeroStats is a monthly
publication
of the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
WAS welcomes you to reprint
material from this newsletter
by individuals or
balloon club organizations
for their personal
or organization use.
We ask that you credit WAS,
AeroStats and the author
in any reuse of newsletter material.
Commercial use of material
(articles or images)
for any reason is prohibited
without the express
written consent
from the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
Material to be considered for
publication should be
mailed or e-mailed to the
Newsletter Editor at
sharigaleOR@gmail.com
Publication deadline
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.
AeroStats reserves the right
to deny publication
of submitted material
for any reason.
Material published in AeroStats
does not imply endorsement
by WAS, its officers,
newsletter editor, or its members
of an event.
Nor does it imply agreement with
opinions, comments, or endorsement
of any product.

Front Cover Photo:

Painting of a balloon flying over Tunisia by Marie-Claude de Montgolfier and given
as a gift to Estelle de Montgolfier. (Reprinted here with permission of both women.)
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