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The next WAS Meeting is scheduled for
May 12, 2021 at 7:00 PM
Via Zoom
All current WAS members will be sent a link before the meeting.

Um, you might want to upgrade your home technology a little bit
before the 12th if this is what your home
office looks like.

Table of Contents
• Sec/Treasurer’s Report
		

Page 3

• Happenings

Page 4

• Survey

Page 4

• Meet Edie Stoaks Page 5-7
• On X Hunt App

Page 8

• Recent Sightings

Page 9

• WAS application Page 10

2021 WAS Officers
President:
Shari Gale

Activities Director:
Pasha Luber

Vice President:
Marianne LeDoux

Web Master:
Cory Miller

Secretary/Treasurer:
Dale Justice
Others:

WAS website:
http://www.wasballoon.info

Newsletter Editor:
Shari Gale

Email: ExecComm@wasballoon.info

AeroStats

May 2021 • Volume 23, Number 5

Page 2

Willamette Aerostat Society

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting on ZOOM
Wednesday, April 14, 2021

Present:
Shari Gale, President & Newsletter Editor
Marianne LeDoux, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary/Treasurer
Pasha Luber, Activities Director
and 12 additional members.
1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p. m. by
Shari using Zoom on the internet.
2. Moved by Marianne, seconded by Marilyn
Barnhart, to approve the minutes of the March 10,
2021 meeting as corrected at the April 14, 2021
meeting. Motion passed.
3. Treasurer’s report — from Dale, as of April 13,
2021.
2020-2021 Members 71 (41 memberships paid)
Checking
$ 882.47
Savings
105.00
Cash
7.00
Total
$ 994.47

Other updates and rally information will be
in the next newsletter and on wasballoon.info
website.
6. Old Business –
1. PayPal for memberships is on hold.
7. New Business –
1. Moved by Dale, seconded by Edie to 		
contribute $450.00 to the BFA to support the
High Sierra balloon camp. Motion passed.
8. The next meeting will be on May 12, 2021 at
7:00 p. m. using Zoom. The information to attend
will be sent by email.
9. Shari adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.. m. The
Zoom meeting was continued for open discussions.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale T. Justice
/signed/dtj/4-16-2021

4. Correspondence – reports were received that
Barb Iverson (Wooden Shoe owner) is recovering at
home.
5. Events –
• Virtual BFA safety seminar will be available on
the internet.
• The Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival is in full
operation through May 2.
• There will be a memorial for Charitie Faith
Lansing in Madras on May 8, 2021.
• Grants Pass, OR, Wild Rogue HAB Rally –
June 4-6. (Pending)
• Dirggs, ID, Teton Valley Balloon Rally –
July 1-4.
• Elko, NV, Ruby Mountain Balloon Festival –
July 16-18.
• Walla Walla Balloon Stampede has been set for
October 14-17.
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New Member Recruiting!
Please recruit at least one new
family to join WAS this year.
We want our balloon club to grow.

It’s not polite to keep all the fun to yourself!
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Happenings

in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

March 19-May 2, 2021
Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival
Woodburn, OR
Wednesday, May 12, 2021
WAS General Meeting via Zoom
7:00 PM
A link will be sent out to all
current WAS members
June 25-27, 2021
Tigard Festival of Balloons
led
e
c
Tigard, Oregon
Can
June 4-6, 2021
Wild Rogue Hot Air Balloon
led
e
c
Festival
n
Ca
Grants Pass,
Oregon
July 2-4, 2021
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, Idaho
http://tetonvalleyballoonrally.
com/index.html
July 2-4, 2021
led
7th Annual Freedom
eAloft
c
n
a
Prineville,C
Oregon
July 23-25, 2021
Big Sky International Balloon
Rendezvous
Billings, Montana
https://www.facebook.com/
bigskyballoonrally/
July 23-25, 2021
Ruby Mountain Balloon Festival
Elko, Nevada
http:/rubymountainballoonfestival.
com
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July 23-25, 2021
2021 Balloons Over Bend Balloon
Festival
Bend, OR
http://www.balloonsoverbend.
com/
This is a tentative date. Stay tuned.
August 27-29, 2021
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org
September 1-5, 2021
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, Idaho
https://spiritofboise.com/
September 10-12, 2021
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information:
http://www.renoballoon.com
September 24-26, 2021
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information:
http://www.prosserballoonrally.
org
September 24-26, 2021
Winnemucca Balloon Festival
Winnemucca, NV
https://winnemuccaballoons.
wixsite.com/winnemuccaballoons
Pleae Note: Just as the newsletter
was about to be posted on the
web we learned The Wild Rogue
Hot Air Balloon Festival has been
canceled for this year. Hopefully,
it will be held in 2022.
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Expect a Survey Soon
During the April WAS Zoom
meeting a discussion was held on
changing the website. It was proposed to add a “members only” section which would include the current
newsletter, red zone maps and a
member roster.
The newsletter could be accessed
every month via a link which would
be sent out by the editor, much as it
is done now, only this time it would
be a special link that would change
monthly. Members who do not want
their contact information shared with
other members can opt out of the
roster.
To gauge everyone’s feelings on
this matter a survey will be sent out
via email. Look for it in your in-box.

2021 BFA Youth Camps
The Balloon Federation of
America (BFA) is holding their
highly successful Youth Camps in
2021. Here’s the schedule:
June 20-25, 2021
High Sierra Balloon Camp,
Reno, Nevada
June 22-27, 2021
Southeastern Balloon Camp,
Gaffney, South Carolina
July 10-15, 2021
Rio Grande Balloon Camp,
Albuquerque, New Mexico
More information is available
on the BFA website. https://bfa.
net/bfa-summer-camps
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Meet Edie Stoaks
By Edie Stoaks

I was born in Narrows, Virginia
and raised in a family of five
children. I was the first and the only
girl with four younger brothers.
So I grew up in the Appalachian
Mountain area. I graduated from
Narrows High School with a class of
84 students.
Two weeks after graduation I
moved to Charlottesville, VA to
start nursing school at Blue Ridge
Hospital for one and a half years.
I then transferred to Riverside
Hospital in Newport News, VA for
another year and a half. As part of
that program we were affiliated with
St. Elizabeth’s Psychiatric Hospital
for three months and at Children’s
Hospital for an additional three
months. Both are in Washington,
DC.
The nursing school always
treated the students leaving DC to
a farewell party. To my surprise I
met U. S. Army Sergeant Richard
Stoaks returning from Korea. This
gent was from Portland, Oregon.
After graduating in August, and
receiving my Registered Nurse
license we married in December. I
returned to DC and worked at Sibley
Memorial Hospital until my husband
completed his service.
Then we moved to Monterey,
California where my husband
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pursued a business education and
career at the Monterey Community
College. I worked at the Community
Hospital until our first daughter
was born. After multiple decisions
and discussions we talked about
staying in California or moving to
Oregon. We took a giant step and
moved to Ashland, Oregon. There I
enjoyed four years of employment
at the Ashland Community
Hospital working in the Obstetric
Unit and the Emergency Room.
During that time we welcomed our
second daughter and my husband
completed his college education.
Upon meeting that goal we moved
to Portland, OR. I then started
working part-time at St. Vincent’s
Hospital in the Obstetrics Labor and
Delivery area for two years, until
a position became available in the
Emergency Room. This area was
always my favorite. It was filled
with challenges, excitement, and
compassion which kept me intrigued
for 25 years.
I became a full time ER nurse
in 1992. Eventually I was working
five consecutive 12-hour shifts every
other weekend for two years until
I pursued a different experience at
Providence Medical Center in the
Employee Health Office for ten
years. I retired in 2005.
In 1972 we decided to move
out of the city to Aurora, OR. We
purchased a home with seven acres.
One beautiful, early morning a few
years later a hot air balloon landed
on our property. They had launched
from the Wilsonville City Park.
This encounter sparked my interest
in ballooning. A number of years
later I learned about Vista Balloon
Adventures, which was located
in Newberg. Wow! This was only
15 minutes from my back door! I
couldn’t resist.
May 2021 • Volume 23, Number 5

My first crewing event was in
August 1994. That’s all it took for
me to become totally passionate
about this beautiful, exciting
awesome adventure with fabulous
people who flew balloons. I learned
from the best — Roger Anderson
and Catherine Driver and all their
pilots. Each new crew person was
given a crew logbook to keep track
of every flight, crewing assignment,
launch site, the balloon number,
pilot’s name and signature. After
each flight we returned to the field
for a brief history of ballooning and
a delicious champagne brunch.
We also learned about the local
balloon club and gained more

Continued on page 6
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Meet Edie Stoaks
Continued from page 5

knowledge by attending balloon
safety seminars. One memorable
event was attending the Boeing
Seattle Conference ’98 listening
and meeting Ed Yost, known as the
American inventor of modern hot air
balloons. He explained the design
and engineering involved in hot air
balloons. At a different seminar we
listened and learned from Colonel
Joe Kittinger who participated
in Project Manhigh and Project
Excelsior high-altitude balloon flight
project from 1956 to 1960. He had
set a record for the highest skydive.
He was also the first man to fully
witness the curvature of the earth.
And this last March WAS had
a presentation by meteorologist,
John Saltenberger, who explained
mountain waves/cloud structure.
There is so much to learn and be
aware of in this sport.
I’ve attended balloon festivals
in Newberg, Tigard, McMinnville,
Brooks, Jefferson, Woodburn,
Albany, Madras, Tillamook and
the Alvord Desert in Oregon. In
Washington I’ve attended rallies in
Winthrop, Walla Walla, and Prosser.
I’ve also been to Alturas, California;
Reno, Nevada; Albuquerque, New
Mexico; Good Year, Arizona;
Hamilton, Montana; and Boise and
Driggs, in Idaho.
It’s hard to state which of these
events have been my favorite as
each event has its own special
attraction. Some offer parades,
concerts, dinners, and/or wine
tasting. When I first started attending
festivals, Albuquerque ranked
number one since there were always
hundreds of balloons from all over
the world present. There are also so
many places for sightseeing. Now
my favorite rally is Driggs, Idaho
where the local folks welcome us
with open arms and we have the
opportunity to visit Yellowstone
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National Park, Jackson Hole, for
white water river rafting, ski slopes
and shopping for souvenirs.
The ballooning experience that
really stands out for me is my very
first flight with Rod Purdum, a Vista
pilot, at the Brooks Jamboree in
September of 1994. The flight was
a joy and breathtaking. Another
memorable experience happened
when in January 1995 multiple
balloons were invited to the
Tillamook Air Museum for flights
inside the hanger. Fantastic!
The experience of going to the
Albuquerque International Balloon
Fiesta from 1995 to 2001 with Vista
Balloon Adventures for 10 days the
first week of October was awesome.
In the early mornings I crewed for
Vista, then I had the opportunity to
crew for the special shape, Oggy, the
Green Dragon, and then later to crew
for the gas balloon, Destiny, which
launched at 9:00 pm. It flew all night
for hundreds of miles. Of course,
we took advantage of sightseeing
with trips to Sante Fe, Taos and the
Acoma Indian Reservation, plus the
swimming pool activities.
Another exceptional event was
the New Year’s Eve night glow in
Boise, Idaho celebrating the arrival
of the year 2000. Albuquerque also

Edie with long-time friend Dale Justice

celebrated in October 2000 with the
launching of 1000 balloons. Can you
imagine?
My favorite part of ballooning
is being part of the team and
enjoying everyone involved with
the ballooning events; the pilots,
crew and passengers. Also, it’s been
fun watching fellow crew members
decide to become pilots, then joining
them after they buy their own
balloon for more adventures.
The major aspect is sharing
the experience of ballooning with
both of my daughters, my mother,
two brothers, aunts, friends and
neighbors and anyone that expresses
an interest in flying.

Edie introduced her brother, Jim Godfrey, to hot air ballooning.
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More Photos of Edie Stoaks

Photos Contributed by Shari Gale, Dale Justice and Edie Stoaks

Marianne LeDoux (right) gave Edie a flight
lesson over Oregon’s Alvord Desert.

Edie enjoyed attending the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta from 1995 to 2001.

Edie started to crew for Vista Balloon
Adventures in 1994. She’s been a loyal crew
member ever since.

Edie often crews for Cheryl Isaacs.

Getting a chance to take Edie up is always a
special treat.

The May WAS Meeting Will be

May 12, 2021
at 7:00 PM via Zoom
See you then!
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It’s Not Always Easy to Hunt Down the Landowner
by Shari Gale

One challenge tied to flying
hot air balloons is, and has always
been, contacting landowners for
permission to land. In Oregon,
especially in the Willamette Valley,
the ownership of a particular piece
of property is not always evident.
More than one small family farm
has been bought up by other local
farmers or even big corporations.
If there’s a farmhouse near
your landing site, often you find
the people living in the house are
renters, while the actual landowner
lives in another county or maybe
even another state. I know of two
brothers who had farmed together
for years. They owned hundreds
of acres just outside of Salem.
One brother decided to retire. He
sold his half to a big nut growing
conglomerate with headquarters in
Europe. The other brother is still
working his land.
I recently heard about an app
for my phone called “On X Hunt.”
https://www.onxmaps.com/hunt/ .
It is a GPS based app designed
to help hunters, but it certainly can
work for balloonists.
The application allows the user
to explore detailed maps, which
include property boundary lines,
points of interest (you can create
custom waypoints), and most
important for us, the maps show the
landowner’s name. The app works
on iOS and Android phones, as well
as home computers.
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There is a free 7-day
trial period. After that you
get to pay. The Premium
rate is $29.99 per year.
This option covers only
one state. The Elite rate is
$99.99 per year for all fifty
states. Both Premium and
Elite offer you unlimited
offline map use, and you
can sync your stored
information to the cloud.
The company says map
changes/updates will be
automatically loaded for
you, but they don’t say how
often this happens. I know
the data is fairly up to date
because we bought our
house a little over one year
ago, and the app lists us as
the owners.
Tim and I tried On X Hunt
for the first-time last weekend.
We launched from our front yard.
The winds took the balloon north
towards Millersburg. Tim landed
between two hazelnut orchards in
a wide turn around area. I did not
really know how to get the app to
track our progress, but I muddled
through. I finally located our landing
site long after the farmer, who was
extremely welcoming, had come
and gone. Who owns the property?
An entity called Jackass Mountain
Holdings, LLC.
I’m not joking! If the farmer
had not showed up to greet us, I’m
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Graphic from On X Hunt website

sure knowing Jackass Mountain
Holdings owned the property would
have been very helpful! (Read that
last sentence with a healthy dose of
sarcasm.) Actually, there are a lot of
privately-owned properties in that
area. Tim just landed in the field
with the best ownership name.
I think we will purchase the
Premium membership since it is
worth $30 to try if for a year to see
how it works out. Even though we
travel to a lot of out of state balloon
events, we will not be buying the
Elite membership. I’m not willing
to gamble that much on new
technology.
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Recent Sightings

The birthday “kids.” Gerald Bales, Mary
Heath and Tim Gale joined forces on March
12 to help tether Cheryl Isaacs’ balloon. All
three have March birthdays.

Sallie Loflin set a goal for her husband,
Jack, to land in Tim and Shari Gale’s front
yard. He managed to do it on April 16,
2021. Well, almost. This photo was taken
from the Gale’s front door. He actually landed in the undeveloped park across the street
from their house. Since close counts in
ballooning, this is a win.

Ever since Tim and Shari moved to Albany,
Oregon a little over one year ago they have
wanted to launch from their front yard. It
finally became reality on April 18, 2021.
Before they moved it took about 2.5 hours to
travel to Albany. This time they only
traveled about 50 feet from their garage to
the launch site. That’s pure luxury!

While the neighbors watched Jack
maneuver in to the landing site, both Tim
and Shari were inside their home totally
oblivious to what was going on outside.
When Emerald eclipsed the sun they
realized a balloon had just landed, and
walked out to help.

Marianne LeDoux went up with Tim Gale
on his first flight from his own front yard.
She was delighted with the invitation to go
up. Tim even shared burner time with her.

Laura Hancock was extremely happy to get
her hands on a burner.

Cheryl Isaacs took up crew members from
Life Flight during her tether at Aurora State
Airport.
AeroStats
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2021 WAS Membership Application
Name:
❏ Pilot ❏ Crew ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday: Month
Day
Address:
City: 		
State: 		
Date Submitted:			
Home Phone #: (
)
Cell Phone #: (
)
E-Mail Address:
@
BFA Membership #:

Zip:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level:
FAA Wings Level:

BFA Pilot Level:
Other:

Family Member Information
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:

❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot

Membership Type
❏ Charter ($20) ❏ Single or Family ($20)

❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew

❏ Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)

Membership

The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out.
Please use a 2nd page if there are
two pilots in the family, or if you
have family members with additional information such as cell
phone # and/or BFA #’s.

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
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Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR 97132
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Willamette Aerostat Society
Waiver
Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement
 To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
 To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

To obtain Member Contact information,
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer.
For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to:
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy

Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a
space available basis at no charge.
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising,
subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format
with pictures in JPG format.
AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates

Full Page — $30
1/2 Page — $20
1/4 Page — $15
Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.
The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.
Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

AeroStats is a monthly
publication
of the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
WAS welcomes you to reprint
material from this newsletter
by individuals or
balloon club organizations
for their personal
or organization use.
We ask that you credit WAS,
AeroStats and the author
in any reuse of newsletter material.
Commercial use of material
(articles or images)
for any reason is prohibited
without the express
written consent
from the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
Material to be considered for
publication should be
mailed or e-mailed to the
Newsletter Editor at
sharigaleOR@gmail.com
Publication deadline
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.
AeroStats reserves the right
to deny publication
of submitted material
for any reason.
Material published in AeroStats
does not imply endorsement
by WAS, its officers,
newsletter editor, or its members
of an event.
Nor does it imply agreement with
opinions, comments, or endorsement
of any product.

Front Cover Photo:

Our featured WAS member, Edie Stoaks, requested a photo of Cheryl Isaacs balloon be
featured on the cover this month. The original photos were taken over the tulip fields in 2017.
Shari Gale merged two of her photos in order to move the balloon closer to the flowers.
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