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It’s Time to Renew
Your WAS Membership!
You are now able to join or renew your
membership in the Willamette Aerostat Society
(WAS) electronically.
You can charge it to your credit card. It’s as
simple as clicking a few buttons on your
computer!
You can still write a check and mail it to the
treasurer along with your application if you
choose. (A copy of the application is on page 11.)
If you want to renew via the website
here’s the link:
https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
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2021 WAS Officers
President:
Shari Gale

Activities Director:
open

Vice President:
Marianne LeDoux

Web Master:
Cory Miller
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Others:

WAS website:
http://www.wasballoon.info

Newsletter Editor:
Shari Gale

Email: ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Willamette Aerostat Society

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting
at the home of Tim and Shari Gale
Saturday, December 11, 2021
Present:
Shari Gale, President & Newsletter Editor
Marianne LeDoux, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary/Treasurer
and 11 additional members.
Activities Director position is vacant.
1. The Annual Christmas Party meeting was called to
order at 2:30 p. m. by Shari.
2. Moved by Carmen Blakely, seconded by
Marianne, to approve the minutes of the November
17, 2021 meeting as printed in the December, 2021
Newsletter. Motion passed.

5. Events – A discussion was held concerning
the Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar to be held
in February. Tim Gale will be in charge. More
information will be in the WAS newsletter.
6. The next WAS meeting will be held on
Wednesday, February 2, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. using
Zoom on the internet. See the newsletter for details.
7. Shari adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p. m.
Respectfully submitted,

Dale T. Justice

/signed/dtj/12-13-2021

3. Treasurer’s report — from Dale,
as of December 10, 2021.

\[

2020-2021 Members 73 (42 memberships paid)
2022 Members 29 (17 memberships paid)
Checking
$ 718.07
Savings
105.00
Cash
7.00
Total
$ 830.07
2022 (and beyond) memberships are being received
and deposited.
Note: Memberships received via the “Square” app
cost us $0.88 each, so $19.12 is the total amount we
receive.
4. Nomination and election of officers – A slate
of nominees of the current officers, made by the
Executive Committee, was sent to the members by
email. Voting was held Starting Dec. 1 through email
and at the Christmas party in person. Shari Gale,
Marianne LeDoux and Dale Justice were re-elected
to continue in their current positions.
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May the skies welcome you in 2022.
May you connect with all your
ballooning friends as well as form
new friendships in the coming year.
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Happenings

in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

January 20-23, 2022
Havasu Balloon Festival
Lake Havasu City, AZ
https://havasuballoonfest.com

d

February 26, 2022
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Greater Jefferson Community Center
Jefferson, Oregon
Contact: Tim Gale
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HABSafety@icloud.com

March 4-6, 2022
Winthrop Balloon Stampede
Winthrop, WA
For more information:
http://winthropwashington.com/
event/winthrop-balloon-festival

Stay tuned. A lot more events will be happening in 2022. More information will be posted as it becomes available.

Important: Time is running out

No WAS
meeting will
be held in the
month of
January —
either in
person or via
Zoom.

Safety Seminar Postponed
The Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar has been postponed until this
spring. Tim Gale made the tough
decision to wait until we have more
data on the newest Covid variation
before we hold an in person meeting.
AeroStats

It is important to comment to
the FAA about the proposed Class 2
Medical requirement for commercial
balloon operations. Your time to
make a comment runs out this
month, on January 18.
The link posted in the December
newsletter is no longer active. It will
get you nowhere.
Instead you need to go to:
https://www.regulations.gov/
search?filter=RIN%202120-AL51
The first page you come to
will say “Medical Certification
Standards for Commercial Balloon
Operations.”
Drop down and click on the
Comment box.
That will take you to another
page. The heading in bold black
letters will say “Write a Comment.”
Under that is a link to “Commenter’s
Checklist.” It’s a good idea to at
least browse that page.
Below the checklist is a
comment section. That’s what you
are looking for. If your comments
are too long, you can attach a file
below the comment box.
It is a good idea to type out your
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comment and save it. That way if
the website malfunctions and “eats”
what you’ve written you will not
have to start all over again.
Hopefully, this information will
help you navigate the government
website.
Your comments on this rule are
very important!

AoY and CoY Nominations
Due Now
The Willamette Aeronaut Society’s Aeronaut Of The Year Award
and Crew Of The Year Award are
annual awards presented to individuals who have made a significant
contribution to the Sport of Ballooning during the past year. Now is the
time to make your nomination.
Nominations should include a
description of the Nominee’s accomplishments. Pleas send it by e-mail
to Dale Justice Outerlimits41@
aol.com no later than Wednesday,
January 15, 2021 in order to be
considered.
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40th Annual Red Rocks Balloon Rally
Gallup, New Mexico • December 3-5, 2021

By Shari Gale
For 12 years several Oregon
balloonists travel all the way to
Gallup, New Mexico for the Red
Rocks Balloon Rally during the
first weekend of December. This
year Gerald Bales, Carmen Blakely,
Laura Hancock, Cheryl and Michael
Isaacs and Dale Justice made a
another trip. They were joined for
the first time by Tim and Shari
Gale, along with the newest WAS
members Larry and Gail Simburger
from Enumclaw, Washington.
It’s a long-g drive down to
Gallup. Just about everyone broke
the trip into three days. Carmen,
Dale and the Isaacs took I-5 south
and turned left at Bakersfield, CA
to get to Gallup. Tim and Shari
went east on I-84, took a brief stop
in Preston, Idaho to visit Fred and
Christel Dinkler in their new home
and then headed south through
Utah. No matter how you traveled it
involved a lot of miles. The Idaho-

Photo by Tim Gale.
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Utah route was easier on the pocket
book because the highest gas price
was $3.67 per gallon, rather than
over $5.00 a gallon in California.
Of course, Larry and Gail added
to their travel expenses when their
chase vehicle had a “melt down”
in their turbo diesel intercooler.
They were close to a little town in
Utah, yet finding parts turned out
to be a major challenge. Luckily,
their crew was right there with a
vehicle that could pull the trailer.
They left their SUV in the hands of
a local mechanic and continued on
to Gallup. Larry made it in time for
pilot check-in. Some of his loyal
crew members did not show up
in town until the wee hours of the
following morning.
No matter which road you
took, or how many challenges you
encountered on the way, seeing Red
Rocks State Park was worth it. It is
an amazing place to fly. There are
several canyons you can drop down
into if the winds cooperate. This

Photo by McKenna Secrist.
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year “only” about 130 balloons were
there. It’s enough balloons that they
need to use two different launch
fields.
On Friday morning several
balloons launched from the local
golf course. They flew over town.
More than one made it all the way to
Red Rocks State Park to join up with
the other balloons.
The golf course had the
advantage of a clean, grassy launch
site. The park offered only lots of
red sand/grit.
We watched one new pilot inflate
his balloon without using a tarp
under his fan. Dirt just poured out
once the envelope was upright. He
had a scoop skirt which channeled
most of the dirt straight into his
basket. He was new to the rally, and
the look of total surprise on his face
was priceless. We noticed the next
morning he had a tarp under his
inflator fan.
Cheryl had a memorable flight
Continued on page 6

Photo by Tim Gale.
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Red Rocks Rally
Continued from page 5

on Saturday. She managed to land
almost back in her launch site. She
missed it by only one spot. She got
a round of applause from the rest of
the Oregon contingent.
Laura had a memorable flight for
another reason. She was descending
into the next canyon to the northwest
and got caught in a rotor wind that
sucked her back into the rocks. She
did all the right things. She kept her
hand off the burner. Eventually, the
system righted itself and she landed
normally. She does have quite the
story to tell.
Laura’s adventures extended
beyond the launch field. A small
group of us went shopping on
Saturday afternoon. Afterwards,
Laura decided we all needed to stop
at a local bar. She Googled local
taverns and directed Tim to a place
on Third Street. She volunteered
to check out the bar before we all
piled out of the car. Instead she got
as far as the sidewalk in front of
the building and just stood there for
the longest time. She’d discovered
a two-foot-wide trail of blood that
went from the front of the bar,
across the sidewalk and into the
street. She made the appropriate
decision to skip going in at all. She
said it looked like someone had been
murdered in that spot. Instead we
went to the bar at the host hotel. We
knew that was a good place to hang
out together. It gave us something
extra to discuss over a few good
drinks.
Sunday the weather was a
little challenging. The winds aloft
were swift and going in the wrong
direction. The rally organizers
advised pilots to fly low and to
keep the flight short. Several of us
from Oregon decided that was the
ideal moment to leave town a little
early. It was going to be a long drive
home. Tim and Shari made it all the
AeroStats

way to Idaho Falls that first day.
Will any of the newbies from
our area go back? Larry and Gail,
even after their travel woes, are
enthusiastic about returning. Tim
wants the opportunity to fly in those
canyons, but will he chance flying
Knight-N-Gale? After all, she has
stayed clean for the first six years of
her life.
Time will tell who will be back
for the 41st Red Rocks Balloon
Rally. Check in with them next year.
While Larry Simburger does dig himself
into a hole occasionally, he didn’t make this
one. The crew easily moved his balloon,
Star Light, to flat ground.

WAS member, Karalyn Mum, also joined the
fun in Gallup.

Spectators climb to the top of the rocks in
order to greet the pilots.
Photos on this page by Tim Gale.
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2021 Red Rocks Balloon Rally
Photos by Tim Gale

Karalyn Mumm

Shari Gale insisted Tim stop to let her take a few more photos before they left town Sunday morning.
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2021 Red Rocks Balloon Rally
Photos by McKenna Secrist

In this photo both launch fields are visible.
There is an RV park between the two fields.

McKenna, above, flew with her “twin”
below.”
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2021 Red Rocks Balloon Rally
Photos by Dale Justice

Ernie Hartt flew dawn patrol in his hopper
and then decided to drop in on the pilot
briefing. That was a first for many of us to
witness.
Cheryl Isaacs
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Laura Hancock, center, and Gerald Bales,
right.
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2021 Red Rocks Balloon Rally
Photos by Shari Gale

Larry Simburger, right, gave his wife, Gail,
left, a ride for her birthday.
Gerald Bales and Dale Justice

Carmen Blakely

Karalyn Mumm, above, flew her balloon,
Citrus in the Sky, below.

Ernie Hartt took a break at the ridge top.
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2022 WAS Membership Application
Name:
❏ Pilot ❏ Crew ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday: Month
Day
Address:
City: 		
State: 		
Date Submitted:			
Home Phone #: (
)
Cell Phone #: (
)
E-Mail Address:
@
BFA Membership #:

Zip:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level:
FAA Wings Level:

BFA Pilot Level:
Other:

Family Member Information
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:

❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot

Membership Type
❏ Charter ($20) ❏ Single or Family ($20)

❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew

❏ Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)

Membership

The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out.
Please use a 2nd page if there are
two pilots in the family, or if you
have family members with additional information such as cell
phone # and/or BFA #’s.

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
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Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg,
OR 97132
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Willamette Aerostat Society
Waiver
Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement
 To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
 To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

To obtain Member Contact information,
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer.
For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to:
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy

Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a
space available basis at no charge.
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising,
subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format
with pictures in JPG format.
AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates

Full Page — $30
1/2 Page — $20
1/4 Page — $15
Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.
The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.
Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

AeroStats is a monthly
publication
of the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
WAS welcomes you to reprint
material from this newsletter
by individuals or
balloon club organizations
for their personal
or organization use.
We ask that you credit WAS,
AeroStats and the author
in any reuse of newsletter material.
Commercial use of material
(articles or images)
for any reason is prohibited
without the express
written consent
from the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
Material to be considered for
publication should be
mailed or e-mailed to the
Newsletter Editor at
sharigaleOR@gmail.com
Publication deadline
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.
AeroStats reserves the right
to deny publication
of submitted material
for any reason.
Material published in AeroStats
does not imply endorsement
by WAS, its officers,
newsletter editor, or its members
of an event.
Nor does it imply agreement with
opinions, comments, or endorsement
of any product.

Front Cover Photo:

New WAS members Larry and Gail Simburger enjoyed flying during the Red Rocks
Balloon Rally in Gallup, New Mexico the first weekend of December.
Photo by Shari Gale.
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