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ballooning is not a way to get rich
quickly or even slowly, but your
mailer server may not.
We want WAS to continue
to grow. Please encourage your
friends to join WAS. It’s the only
way they will get the chance to join
our Zoom meetings. The link only
goes to active WAS members.
Oh, you haven’t paid your
dues this year? Don’t worry. It
was voted on last year that current
2020 members would not need to
pay dues in 2021. This year is a
freebie. Some people have still sent
in money to our club treasurer, Dale
Justice. That’s great. Donations are
always welcome.
If you have ideas, activities you
would like WAS to explore please
contact either myself, Marianne
LeDoux or Dale Justice. We would
love to hear from you.
May 2021 bring us all back
together to enjoy this great sport!
Shari Gale
WAS President

2020 WAS Officers
President:
Shari Gale
Vice President:
Marianne LeDoux
Secretary/Treasurer:
Dale Justice
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It’s the start of a new year.
Hopefully, it is the start of a year
where we will all see a major change
which brings us back to our normal
“routintes.” That obviously includes
being in the air alongside all our
ballooning friends.
The Executive Board members
were all elected to continue their
roles in the Willamette Aerostat
Society. We’ve decided to continue
the Zoom meetings. While they
are far from perfect, Zoom at least
affords us the opportunity to connect
during the pandemic. The next
meeting will be Wednesday, Jan.
13 at 7:00 PM.
Another way we can stay in
touch is through this newsletter.
Be sure to keep us in the loop if
you change your email address.
Also, if you don’t regularly receive
emails from me, please check your
spam folders. I do send out the
club emails to everyone as a group.
Your computer may be thinking
I’m trying to sell you a get-richquick opportunity. We all know that

Others:
Newsletter Editor:
Shari Gale
Activities Director:
Pasha Luber
WAS website:
http://www.wasballoon.info

Email: ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Willamette Aerostat Society

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting on ZOOM
Wednesday, December 9, 2020

Present:
Shari Gale, President & Newsletter Editor
Marianne LeDoux, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary/Treasurer
Pasha Luber, Activities Director
and 8 additional members.
1. Meeting was called to order at 7:17 p. m. by Shari
using Zoom on the internet.
2. Moved by Pasha, seconded by Tim Gale to
approve the minutes of the October 14, 2020
meeting as printed in the November, 2020 Aerostats
newsletter. Motion passed.
3. Treasurer’s report — from Dale, as of December
9, 2020.
2020-2021 Members     54 (33 memberships paid)
Checking   
$  819.97
Savings  
105.00
To be deposited  
20.00
Cash  
7.00
Total  

5. Discussions –
Newsletter accolades from Marianne and
suggestions for future articles.
PayPal for club memberships is still being worked
on.
6. Old business – Elections – The election for
2021 officers was held. Ballots from all of the
Zoom participants were previously received by the
secretary. The results were unanimous to re-elect the
current slate of officers to serve an additional term
(one year) (applause).
7. The next meeting will be on January 13, 2021
using Zoom. More information will be in the
newsletter and sent to members by email.
11. Shari adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m. Zoom
was continued for open discussions until 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale T. Justice
/signed/dtj/12-11-2020

$ 951.97

4. Correspondence – None

Set Your Watch!
The next Zoom WAS meeting is
scheduled for
Wednesday, January 13, 2021
at 7:00 PM.
Please join us. It’s always fun to
reconnect to your ballooning community.
AeroStats
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Happenings

in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

BFA Cancels 2021 Convention
Facing the likelihood of
continued Covid-19 public gathering
and travel restrictions extending
into the Spring of 2021, the BFA
Board of Directors has taken the
difficult decision to postpone the
upcoming BFA National Convention
set for April 8-10, 2021 in Topeka,
Kansas. Included in the move was
postponement of the 2nd BFA
Events Symposium also in Topeka
on April 7-8, 2021.
The Board noted that early
registrations had been slow in
arriving, likely a reflection of
uncertainty over present Covid-19
concerns. Additionally some
convention and symposium speakers
had indicated their commitments
were also contingent on Covid-19
restrictions having been lifted by the
convention dates.
While recent news of vaccines
against the virus have been positive
the Board discussed recent news
reports that their availability might
not be widespread until after the
convention dates. Also worrying was
the uncertainty of what restrictions
on travel and social gathering size
would be in Kansas at the time and
the possibility that state to state
across the country restrictions could
vary widely.
After discussion a clear majority
of the Board agreed postponement
was the best option.
For those who have registered
for the Convention and or
Symposium, your registration will
be rolled over to the 2022 National
Convention and Symposium.  
AeroStats

New dates for the Convention
are now April 7-9, 2022 and the
new dates for the Symposium
are April 6-7, 2022. If you have
reserved a hotel reservation,
the hotel will be canceling
your reservation and should be
sending you confirmation of your
cancellation.
Currently registration is closed
and will reopen August 1, 2021.
I hope to see you all in Topeka in
2022.
Tim Cloyd
Convention Chair
tecvisions@hotmail.com

2021 BFA Youth Camps
At this point the Balloon
Federation of America (BFA) is
planning on holding their highly
successful Youth Camps in 2021.
Here’s the schedule:
June 20-25, 2021, High Sierra
Balloon Camp, Reno, Nevada
June 22-27, 2021 Southeastern
Balloon Camp, Gaffney, South
Carolina
July 10-15, 2021 Rio Grande
Balloon Camp, Albuquerque,
New Mexico

The camps are open to teens
aged 13-17 who are interested in hot
air ballooning. Previous ballooning
Tigard Festival of Balloons experience is not required. Volunteer
From Cindy Murphy
staff, including FAA certified pilots,
as well as experienced crew will
I hope you are all healthy, happy, act as the campers’ mentors and
and hopeful. As we begin to wrap up counselors. It’s a very hands-on
the memoirs of 2020, and jump into experience. Topics include crew
a fresh new year, we want to make
safety, pilot training, weather,
sure that you have our tentative
airspace, balloon systems, repair and
dates on your calendar, June 25,
maintenance, mapping and GPS,
26, & 27th, 2021 at Cook Park in
career exploration and more.
Tigard, OR.
The cost is $625/camper. $75
As mentioned, these are tentative is due at the time of registration.
dates currently due to the governor’s $550 is due two weeks before camp
restrictive orders. As we get closer to begins. There are scholarships
the event and the COVID numbers
available.
continue to decrease (hopefully), we
Registration begins on March
will provide you with an update.
1, 2021.
Cheers and be safe!
Cindy

If you are interested, you can
find a lot more information on the
BFA website.
https://bfa.net/bfa-summer-camps
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Meet WAS Member Jodi Johnson
By Shari Gale and Jodi Johnson

from out of state. John gave them a
balloon ride during their visit. I was
assigned to their balloon, I had no
idea who they were, but we joked
and we hit it off during the inflation
of the envelope and later after flight.
“A couple nights later, Katherine
(one of the owners of Vista Balloon
Adventures) called saying that John
Nordholt would like to invite me to
dinner with his friends. She gave me
John’s contact information in case
I was interested in joining them. I
thought to myself, what the heck, it
is always fun to meet new people,
so I contacted John and accepted
his invitation. We all had a fabulous
time that evening, and it was a
beautiful beginning to a beautiful
Jodi Johnson recently posed in front of Dale Jus- relationship with John. Sadly both
tice’s balloon, LaJolla.
John and his friend Bill have passed,
but I am still good friends with Bill’s
Jodi got her start in ballooning
wife Margaret.”
when she gave herself a ride for
th
Jodi holds down a full time job.
her 50 birthday. After that she was
She
works for a fabric wholesaler
hooked. She’s been crewing for five
and distributor. The company sells
years, not counting 2019 due to an
fabric, notions, sewing books and
injured back and 2020 due to the
patterns to stores, manufacturers,
COVID induced shut down of our
small cottage industries, both
ballooning season. Jodi says “Once
the ballooning season is back up and nationally and internationally.
Jodi has attended rallies in
running, I will definitely be back at
Winthrop,
Washington and Driggs,
it! I miss it and all the wonderful
Idaho.
She
thought ballooning in the
people I get to crew with.”
snow in Winthrop was beautiful. She
She crews for Vista Balloon
Adventures, and personally for Dale had a lot of fun at both rallies.
Her other interests include
Justice, Cheryl Isaacs and Carmen
community
theater. Jodi is on the
Blakely. She, also, crewed at the
board at Mask & Mirror Community
Tigard Festival of Balloons.
Theatre in Tigard. She is also the coMost importantly, “Ballooning
costumer and stage manager for the
has blessed me with meeting the
local theater company.
love of my life. I saw this tall, nice
Jodi is looking forward to the
looking man across the field, and
2021 ballooning season. “I am
I looked at him and he seemed to
thankful for the opportunities and
notice me at the same time. Our
all the fabulous people I have met
eyes locked for a few seconds, and
I wondered to myself, how can I get through ballooning. It has been
an exciting experience, and I look
to know him better? A couple of
weeks later John had a friend and his forward to many more ballooning
experiences with such a great group
wife, Bill and Margaret, visit him
of people.”
AeroStats
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Crewing in Winthrop, Washington the first weekend in March usually means crewing in the snow.
It’s cold, but it’s fun. In the photo above, Steve
Justice, Mary Heath, and Jodi Johnson posed for
a photo by Dale Justice in 2018.

On a day when balloon flights were canceled
during the rally in Driggs, Idaho a group of balloonists traveled to Jackson Hole, Wyoming to
explore the town. Jodi obviously enjoyed the bar
stools in the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar which
are made from actual saddles.
Photo by Shari Gale
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“Sailing in the Air”
We’re sailing in the air
We’re floating in the morning sky
The people far below still sleeping as we fly
I’m holding very tight
I’m riding in the daylight blue
I’m finding I can fly so high above with you
Far across the world
The villages go by like trees
The rivers and the hills
The forests and the streams
Children gaze open mouth
Taken by surprise
Nobody down below believes their eyes
We’re surfing in the air
We’re swimming in the morning sky
We’re drifting very high
Mountains floating by
Suddenly swooping low on a river deep
Reflections in a mighty monster in its sleep
We’re sailing in the air
We’re floating in the daylight sky
And everyone who sees us greets us as we fly
Dale Justice adjusted a few words to make the original lyrics apply to a daytime hot air balloon (or
any other balloon) flight. Can be sung to the original music.
From “Walking in the Air” which was written by Howard Blake for “The Snowman.”
Source: Musixmatch
Songwriters: Howard Blake / Flavien Cheminant
From Walking in the Air lyrics © Chester Music Ltd

New Radar Page Now Up
The NOAA NWS Aviation Weather Center has just
released a new, redesigned webpage. Here’s the link:
https://radar.weather.gov
You can find tutorials on how to use the site at:
https://www.weather.gov
AeroStats

January WAS Zoom meeting will
be held Wednesday, January 13th
at 7:00 PM.
A link will be sent to all current WAS members.
See you on your phone, pad, or computer soon!
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Happy New Year!
May We Meet On A Launch Field Soon!

FAA Releases New Remote ID Rule For Drones And Their Operators
Federal regulators have issued
new guidelines allowing drones to
operate at night and over people
— a change in the rules that could
expand the use of the machines for
commercial deliveries.
The new rules from the Federal
Aviation Administration will
also require remote identification
technology so that the machines can
be identifiable from the ground. The
FAA said this standard will address
security concerns and make drones
easier to track.
“These final rules carefully
address safety, security and
privacy concerns while advancing
opportunities for innovation and
utilization of drone technology,”
said U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Elaine L. Chao in a statement.
The final change, once in effect,
will amend current policies that
previously forbade drone operations
AeroStats

over people and at night unless the
FAA granted a waiver.
Drones represent the fastestgrowing segment in the entire
transportation sector – with currently
over 1.7 million drone registrations
and 203,000 FAA-certificated
remote pilots, according to the
agency.
Companies such as Amazon,
Walmart, and the United Parcel
Service have slowly started testing
how drones can be used to deliver
goods to customers. Despite some
companies receiving waivers in the
last year to test the technology, there
is still no widespread use of drones
for commercial use.
UPS received approval last year
to operate a nationwide fleet of
drones and has made hundreds of
deliveries on a hospital campus in
North Carolina. In August, Amazon
also received FAA approval to
January 2021 • Volume 23, Number 1

deliver packages by drone, but the
service is still being tested.
Walmart is undergoing a pilot
program in El Paso, Texas, where
drones deliver COVID-19 test kits to
homes within a mile and a half of a
store in the city.
The Association for Unmanned
Vehicle Systems International, or
AUVSI, said the FAA’s new rules
are welcome progress.
Hobbyists, industry respond
The organization’s President
and CEO Brian Wynne said the use
of remote identification will enable
“more complex” drone operations
“which will have additional untold
benefits for American society.”
Similarly, allowing for drones to
fly at night and over people are both
“important steps towards enabling

Continued on page 8
Page 7

Drone Rule
continued from page 7

integration of drones into our
national airspace,” he added.
But some drone hobbyists
responded negatively to the
new requirements for remote
identification. On Twitter they
argued the new requirements will
be cost prohibitive for people who
use the machine for recreational
purposes.
Some users also complained that
the new rules are still unclear for
non-commercial operators.
Additional requirements
Operating drones at night will
require remote pilots to take updated
training and a test to run the machines. Small unmanned drones

flying at night will also have to be
equipped with anti-collision lights
that can be seen for three miles, the
FAA said.
The final rule requires small
drone operators to have their remote
pilot certificate and identification in
their possession when flying so as to
be ready to present to authorities if
needed.
The new rules will become
effective 60 days after publication
in the Federal Register next month.
Drone manufacturers will have 18
months to begin producing drones
with remote identification. Operators
get an additional year to start using
drones with remote identification.
Here is the link to the article by the
FAA:
https://www.npr.org/2020/12/29/951010863/
u-s-announces-new-rules-for-drones-andtheir-operators

Local Safety Seminar
Canceled
Due to the pandemic Tim Gale
announced he will not be organizing a safety seminar in this spring.
He has always used the previous
flight season as an inspiration for the
seminar’s content. With little or no
flying happening during the summer
of 2020 he is stuck for ideas. On top
of that, we don’t know if in-person
large events will be able to happen
by March.
Stay tuned for other seminar
options which will be available on
Zoom. They will be announced in
this newsletter.

Your friends are just
waiting for you to
tell them...
how they can get involved in the local
ballooning community.
Do them a favor and pass this newsletter
on to them. (Just send them the link to
the website: https://www.wasballoon.info)
Encourage them join WAS. That way
they can also be part of this supportive
and fun-loving group of people!

AeroStats
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2021 WAS Membership Application
Name:
❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:
State:
Date Submitted:
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Zip:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level:
FAA Wings Level:

BFA Pilot Level:
Other:

Family Member Information
Name:                                  
Name:                                  
Name:                                  
Name:                                  
Name:                                  

❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew
❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew
❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew
❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew

Membership Type
❏ Charter ($20)     ❏ Single or Family ($20)     ❏ Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)

Membership

The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out.
Please use a 2nd page if there are
two pilots in the family, or if you
have family members with additional information such as cell
phone # and/or BFA #’s.

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:

AeroStats

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg,
OR 97132
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Willamette Aerostat Society
Waiver
Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement
 To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
 To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

To obtain Member Contact information,
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer.
For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to:
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy

Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a
space available basis at no charge.
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising,
subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format
with pictures in JPG format.
AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates

Full Page — $30
1/2 Page — $20
1/4 Page — $15
Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.
The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.
Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

AeroStats is a monthly
publication
of the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
WAS welcomes you to reprint
material from this newsletter
by individuals or
balloon club organizations
for their personal
or organization use.
We ask that you credit WAS,
AeroStats and the author
in any reuse of newsletter material.
Commercial use of material
(articles or images)
for any reason is prohibited
without the express
written consent
from the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
Material to be considered for
publication should be
mailed or e-mailed to the
Newsletter Editor at
sharigaleOR@gmail.com
Publication deadline
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.
AeroStats reserves the right
to deny publication
of submitted material
for any reason.
Material published in AeroStats
does not imply endorsement
by WAS, its officers,
newsletter editor, or its members
of an event.
Nor does it imply agreement with
opinions, comments, or endorsement
of any product.

Front Cover Photo:

Dale Justice in LaJolla and Cheryl Isaacs in La Brissa Del Mar take off together in Prosser,
Washington in 2017. Photo by Shari Gale.
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