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Cheryl Isaacs created the perfect photo opportunity when she decided to just hang out over this old barn in Driggs, Idaho.
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Happenings

in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

There will be no
WAS General Meeting in August
August 27-29, 2021
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org
September 1-5, 2021
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, Idaho
https://spiritofboise.com/

September 10-12, 2021
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information:
http://www.renoballoon.com
September 24-26, 2021
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information:
http://www.prosserballoonrally.
org

September 24-26, 2021
Winnemucca Balloon Festival
Winnemucca, NV
https://winnemuccaballoons.
wixsite.com/winnemuccaballoons

US DOT / FAA National Policy N8900.588
By Tim Gale

We have a new ruling regarding
use of Special Airworthiness
Certificates in the experimental
category. As the result of a court
ruling the shades of grey for use of
an experimental aircraft have been
sharpened. Apparently, an individual
maintained a public website that
advertised opportunities to book
flights with his limited category
aircraft in exchange for money.
Section 91.315 is clear stating that
“no person may operate a limited
category aircraft carrying persons
or property for compensation for
hire.” There are also statements in
the ruling regarding flight training in
the limited category aircraft relating
to flight training and the use of the
aircraft, all for compensation. All
this from a person ignoring the rules
and trying to fight it in court.
As described in the policy
document, for owners of
experimental aircraft, there is an
interim process to obtain a Letter of
Deviation Authority or LODA from
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the FAA. Further instructions for
obtaining the LODA can be found
on the National Policy notice.
As a check, I contacted a
member of the Portland FSDO
regarding flight reviews as
instruction. He replied with a
reference to Section 61.56 that states
that the flight review is considered
instruction. If a flight review is
conducted in a limited aircraft
category, owned by the grantor of
the review and without a LODA,
it seems that use of the aircraft is
considered receipt of value.
Yes, this is getting complicated.

The easy way is to conduct
flight reviews in a standard type
certificated aircraft in which the
pilot and instructor are both familiar.
Given that there are relatively few
limited category aircraft active in
our area and we seem to have a
collection of aircraft with standard
type certificates and commercial
pilots willing to perform flight
reviews. This seems to say that we
will not be under hardship under this
recent policy declaration. Breathe
easy, for most, there will be no
change.

It’s that time of year when we can get
together on the launch field, so there will
be no WAS meeting in August.
We hope to
see you soon.
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Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, Idaho • July 1-4, 2021

Ah-h-h, That Felt Good
By Shari Gale

It had been well over a year
since we had been to a hot air
balloon rally. Finally, we were able
to start packing to go to the Teton
Valley Balloon Rally in Driggs,
Idaho. The only problem was that
I forgot how to pack! It had been
so long, all the steps I usually
take automatically seemed to have
slipped away. Luckily, I suceeded.
The Teton Valley is a spectacular
place to fly, but there is so much
more. The rally is extremely well
organized. The town is friendly.
Beyone that, one of the highlights
for me was connecting with long,
lost friends. Tim and I invited Mike
Layman to join us. Mike flew his
balloon here in Oregon for years,
and was a very positive part of our
community. A few years ago, he
sold his balloon and moved to Idaho
Falls. It was so good to reconnect
with him, his wife Vicky, and to
meet his daughter, Lynne Marie.
(See photos on page 6.)
Beyond that we saw Roy Caton,
A long time ballooning friend from
St. Louis. He was on a motorcycle
ride across country and dropped in
to Driggs to say hi after one of our
flights. We figured out we had not
crossed paths since 2010. That was
way too long.
I briefly met up with another
long-time ballooning friend, Dexter
(Scorch) Kauffman out of Fresno.
Unfortunately, I did not have enough
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time at that moment to say more
than “Hi.” It was still good to see
him.
I did get to hang out with the
Oregon Contingent often. Joining
us was Dale Justice, Norma Ashley,
Carmen Blakley, Laura Hancock,
Gerald Bales, Cheryl and Michael
Isaacs, and Edie Stoaks. Fred and
Christel Dinkler, also, joined us –
I’m counting them as part of the
Oregon group even though they
recently bought a home in southern
Idaho.
At the pilot check-in dinner we
all noticed there was a large painting
featuring a balloon that looked a lot
like Dale’s La Jolla. We considered
joining forces to distract the rally
organizers and volunteers to see if
we could appropriate the painting,
but quickly decided there were a lot
more of them than there were of us.
We ate balloon cake instead.
We all enjoyed four perfect
days of flying. It could not have
been better. (The temperatures were
actually lower in Eastern Idaho than
they were back home in Western
Oregon, which was suffering under a
horrible heat dome.)
The gentle winds took us north
each morning. There were always
lots of good landing sites. Our best
landing site popped up on Saturday.
Tim landed near a house that was
part of a new housing development.
I met a nice, elderly gentleman out
for his morning walk who said, “I’m
so glad you landed here so I could
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have a ride!” I thought, “Why not?”
We give him a tethered ride. While
that was happening, I noticed two
young girls standing barefoot out on
the gravel street, while still wearing
their nightgowns. I told them if their
parents agreed we’d give them a
tethered ride as well, but only if they
got shoes on. They rushed inside to
get changed.
We soon found out they were in
a local dance troop and they were
going to be in the 4th of July parade
later that day. We had them practice
their parade wave from the basket.

There are several WAS members
represented in this photo: Cheryl and
Michael Isaacs; Tim and Shari Gale;
Jeanne Annson and Tom Sharpee (just peaking in) and Carmen Blakely. Photo by Edie
Stoaks.
Continued on page 5
Page 4

Teton Valley Rally
Continued from page 4

Their smiles were incandescent.
In the end, we gave rides to their
grandfather who was visiting from
Connecticut, their mom and the
landowner.
Ron and Sue Cassidy landed
there, too. They gave the landowner
a bottle of champagne. We found out
the next day, after Carmen landed
in that exact spot, that he is in the
process of selling off most of his
land in two-acre parcels for houses.
After being treated to champagne
and a ride he decided he would not
sell the lot next to his house. Instead,
he was going to keep it just so it
could be used as a balloon landing
site in the years to come. He said
he’d mow a big circle in the field
to let balloonists know they are
welcome.
Now that’s what I call a positive
landowner contact.
Everywhere we went, we met
very cheerful people in the Driggs
area. They were happy the rally was
back at full force this year after a
trimmed down affair last year. The
organizers and volunteers were so
helpful. Whenever we had a request,
they were on it. I was impressed.
We certainly hope to be back
next year to help launch the magic in
Teton Valley once again.

Knight-N-Gale’s crew consisted of four
pilots and only two crew people. The ratio
was off, but it worked. Left to right: Norma
Ashley, Dale Justice, Tim Gale, Fred and
Christel Dinkler.
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These two girls got to ride in a balloon and
in a parade on the same day.

Norma Ashley loves to work on the crown
line.

Laura Hancock came to Driggs to crew
for Carmen Blakely. Proving that pilots do
make good crew members.

Rally organizer, Ernie Hartt, flew his hopper
most mornings.

Dan and Nancy Griffin brought out their
balloon, Hare Ship (center), each morning.
It was a crowd favorite.

Photos by Shari Gale
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Mike Layman and “his women.”

Taking a Step Back on Safety
by Adam Magee

(reprinted with permission from Adam Magee. Previously printed in the
Balloons Over Iowa newsletter)
I was asked the other day, “Why
are you so focused on safety?”
The short answer is to prevent
additional regulations.
How does that work exactly?
You might have heard the old saying
that regulations are written in blood.
New regulations are often created
due to accidents. Fatal accidents
have the power to create change.
There is no better example of this
than the deadly day in Lockhart,
TX in 2016 when 16 lives were
tragically lost in a balloon accident.
Let’s go back in history a bit
before that; on April 7, 2014,
the NTSB discussed the need
for additional oversight of hot
air balloon ride operations. The
recommendation called for a Letter
of Authorization (LOA) from the
FSDO for each operation. Around
this same time an FAA inspector
wrote a white paper (concise report
on a complex issue) discussing the
need for more oversight on hot air
balloons. In the white paper, the
FAA inspector discussed how easy it
was to obtain a commercial balloon
certificate and subsequently open

Top photo: Nancy Griffin and Mike
served on the BFA Board together years
ago. Next two down: Carmen Blakely
and Laura Hancock have been friends
with Mike for years. Fourth photo down:
Mike gave up his spot in Knight-N-Gale
to his daughter, Lynne Marie. Bottom
photo: Mike’s wife, Vicky, had no idea
Mike was giving her bunny ears. For
those who had not seen Mike for a while
it was a joyous reunion.
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a ride business without any FAA
oversight. In other forms of aviation,
although you’re a commercial pilot
you can’t offer paid rides to the
public. You have to also set up a
charter operation which has its own
regulations and oversight from the
local FSDO. The inspector discussed
the need for balloon operations to
have a LOA with their local FSDO,
thereby increasing oversight.
The BFA fought hard against
the change. The BFA’s Professional
Ride Operators Division was born
as a way for the industry to selfregulate. The thought being that ride
operators would join this division,
share knowledge and ideas, hold
themselves to higher standards,
and elevate the knowledge, skill,
and professionalism of balloon
ride operators. Ultimately, the FAA
decided against LOAs for balloon
ride operators.
July 30, 2016, then changed
the discussion. The fatal crash in
Lockhart gained national media
attention and the attention of the
NTSB and Congress. The easiest
headline for all to grab was the
medical issues surrounding the
pilot. Whether you’re
for or against medical
certificates for balloons,
whether you think it
would contribute to safety
or if the pilot would have
even followed required
medical regulations, all
these points are moot.
With the help of Ted Cruz
and other members of
Congress, various bills
were presented to require
medical certificates for

Continued on page 7
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too soon. Every fatal
accident has heartbroken
Continued from page 6 communities and families
grieving. Every fatal
accident will open the
balloon pilots. The final version
wound to another look for
of the legislation was attached to
additional regulations on
the FAA reauthorization bill and
balloons. As a community
passed. The FAA was mandated to
we have to strive for zero
“Not later than 180 days after the
fatalities.
date of enactment of this Act, the
What’s interesting
Administrator shall revise section
from Lockhart is the
61.3(c) of title 14, Code of Federal
pilot’s disregard for a
Regulations (relating to second-class number of regulations.
medical certificates), to apply to
That was discussed by
an operator of an air balloon to the
the NTSB, FAA, and BFA. As we all
same extent such regulations apply
know, anti-authority is a hazardous
to a pilot flight crewmember of other attitude. It’s the attitude that rules
aircraft.”
don’t apply to you. A pilot must
remember that rules are there for a
While we are still waiting to
reason and that reason is safety. It’s
see how the FAA will enact the bill,
not listed as one of the 5 hazardous
this gives a prime example of how
attitudes for nothing! It leads to
regulations are written in blood.
accidents and deaths.
Had it not been for Lockhart and the
circumstances surrounding the pilot,
At the time of the NTSB
we likely would not be faced with
Lockhart hearings in 2016, the
pending medical regulation.
BFA requested from the FAA a
point of contact. Exhibit No. 1-P
The NTSB, however is not
from the NTSB hearing, “it would
stopping at medicals. Additional
also serve for the BFA to identify
oversight of balloon operations is
those operators that are resistant
also not going away. If you didn’t
to compliance or are blatantly
catch the March 23, 2021 meeting
non-compliant. This would serve
of the NTSB, I’d encourage you
the same as the FAA Hotline, but
to watch it here: https://ntsb.
would assure immediate recognition
windrosemedia.com/03232021/. The of any serious problem that may
NTSB is still pushing for additional
be found. This follows the FAA’s
oversight of balloon operations.
compliance-based philosophy
It’s probable that Congress will
program by finding those persons
continue to get involved and require that may damage the safety culture
the FAA to act. I say all of this
and potentially removing them from
from the viewpoint of stepping
the NAS.”
back and observing, not that I agree
or disagree, just stating the facts.
A local pilot around Lockhart
Ultimately, none of this is in our
had actually “turned in” the pilot
control. That deadly day in Lockhart to the FAA previously. On January
provided the platform for the NTSB 4, 2013, information regarding the
to springboard off of.
pilot’s previous alcohol related
motor vehicle violations was
The best way to direct some
received in the FAA’s Security and
of the backlash on ballooning is to
Investigation Division’s DUI/DWI
become safer as a community. Every group email box. Back in 2013 this
balloon accident is tragic. Every
may have been thought to be a small
fatal accident is a life cut short
infraction to not report prior DWIs

Step Back on Safety
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to the FAA in a timely manner. Only
since the deadly day in Lockhart
in 2016 do we realize how that one
complaint for a small infraction
could have changed the course of
history. The FAA investigated and
closed the investigation with a Letter
of Counseling to the pilot because
the last DWI was in 2010 and
considered “stale” 3 years later. How
would turning in the pilot earlier
for failure to report any one of his
DWIs according to regulation have
changed history?
While it might be appropriate
to “turn in” a pilot, I don’t believe
this is a complete solution in
striving for zero fatalities. The best
way to achieve zero fatalities is
to raise the bar on hot air balloon
education. It’s impossible for pilots
to remember every regulation.
I’m lucky to remember what I had
for breakfast most days. That’s
why it’s important to complete an
effective flight review, attend safety
seminars, watch LTA Outreach
Series webinars, and ask for help.
Education is the cornerstone of
safety. I always say there is only so
much we can jam into our brains,
eventually knowledge leaves us. We
have to try to constantly replenish or
refresh our knowledge.
The FAA’s compliance
philosophy is all about education
and training. If a pilot is found in
violation of a regulation, the FAA in
Continued on page 8
Page 7

Step Back on Safety
Continued from page 9

most cases will suggest counseling.
If the pilot is found to have a
willful disregard for the rules, then
probation, suspension, or revocation
of the pilot certificate is used. The
WINGS Pilot Proficiency program
is all about education and training.
I believe education and training
are the best way to accomplish the
goal of zero fatalities. If we strive
as a community to learn and grow,
we can self-regulate and prevent
additional regulations. When we
stop learning and growing or when
we have accidents, that’s when we
allow the door to be opened for
stricter regulations.
We need to educate and train on
the regulations. We also need to shift
our internal safety culture. In college
I had a tax law professor say two
things that have stuck with me.
1. When asked about his
opinion on a particular tax policy
change being debated, he said, “It
is neither good nor bad. It is. It’s
your job to understand the law and
apply the law to your practice.” It’s
no different from what we see in
aviation regulations. The regulation
is the regulation. It’s up to us to
understand the regulation as it
applies to balloons and apply it to
our flying.
2. After a couple of students
were caught working together on
an assignment that was to be done
individually, he said, “As small as it
seems when you break a rule, your
ethics needle begins to move. One
small deviation leads to another,
leads to another, leads to another
and before you know it the line
between right and wrong is blurred.”
As small as breaking some aviation
regulations may seem, it shifts your
internal needle, and it eventually
becomes ok to break rules.
AeroStats

When there is an accident, if
the pilot is found to have broken a
regulation, it’s game over for the
community. There is no better way
to open the door to more oversight
and additional regulations than a
fatal accident probe finding broken
regulations. It’s like bringing
gasoline to put out a fire.
I believe it’s important to have
frank discussions as balloonists with
balloonists about the regulations.
There is so much guidance out
there on the regulations in their
application from orders, ACs
(Advisory Circulars), policy memos,
legal interpretations, and case law.
Regulations for balloons can be
filled with gray, but we can get to
black and white with research and
understanding as a community.
Knowing and understanding the
regulations doesn’t give the FAA
and NTSB gasoline to put on a
fire. Understanding, following,
and thorough instruction of the
regulations gives them a fire
extinguisher. That’s how we prevent
additional oversight.
The deeper understanding
of regulations also allows us the
opportunity to talk with the FAA
on a different level to advocate for
change. As a personal example,
I believe balloonists can safely
operate lower than 91.119
(minimum safe altitude) prescribes
for non-congested areas. This has
been debated for balloons since
long before my time. But still,
every year balloon pilots have
enforcement action for breaking
91.119. FAA legal interpretations
and Administrative Law Judges have
provided a lot of clarification for
91.119. Using these clarifications,
I submitted a proposed comment to
amend 91.119 and allow for balloons
to operate at less than the minimums
prescribed in other than congested
areas. However, based on past
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decisions stemming from accidents,
the FAA will not change regulations
to allow a balloon to operate below
the minimums prescribed “in or
over” congested areas.
The effects of Lockhart will be felt
across ballooning for many years to
come. We must strive to understand
the regulations, even those that we
would rather not, so that we can
have meaningful conversation. As
a community we must all become
champions of safety and continue
to learn from one another. We
can control our own fate when it
comes to oversight and additional
regulations, let’s strive for zero
fatalities.

(Photos sourced from the Internet.)

Looking to join your local
ballooning community?
Look no further...

JOIN WAS TODAY!
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Meet Ron and Sue Cassidy
By Ron and Sue Cassidy

Ron and Sue Cassidy live
in Homedale, Idaho with their
extended family of rescue cats.
They purchased their property in
Homedale years ago. The Cassidy’s
moved from New Hampshire to seek
a drier climate. New Hampshire
can have harsh winters and humid
summers.
Ron received his Bachelor of
Science in Electrical Engineering
from the University of New
Hampshire and Master of Science
in Computer Engineering from
the University of Michigan. Sue
received her Bachelor’s degree
in Accounting from Monmouth
University and she received her CPA
certification soon after. Ron worked
as a Member of the Technical
Staff designing communications
equipment for AT&T Bell Labs
until 1999. He then went on to
work for the Federal Government
until 2019. Sue worked in public
accounting at one of the large
accounting firms and then became
a corporate controller/project
manager for several manufacturing
AeroStats

companies - Stonyfield Farm Yogurt,
Velcro Industries and SigSauer.
During that time she became more
focused on project management and
software implementations and is
currently working at UKG, Inc. She
received her PMP (Project Manager
Professional) certification during
that time period and is a project
manager for the implementation of
AutoTime (Time & Attendance)
software.
Ron’s interest in aviation began
at Post Mills, Vermont Airport. Years
later the airport was purchased by
hot air balloonist, Brian Boland, an
avid amateur balloon builder. Ron’s
first flight in a glider was from Post
Mills Airport in the late 1960s.
Ron obtained his LTA private
and commercial certificate in
the spring of 1990 and Sue
followed with her LTA private and
commercial certificates in 1992.
They both became interested in
balloon building by helping a
local repair station. The repair
station had a Supplemental Type
Certification to build replacement
envelopes for Firefly balloons. Ron
& Sue would spend their free time
helping with the balloon fabrication.
Additionally, the Cassidys spent
time at Post Mills Airport with Brian
Boland and became interested in
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amateur balloon building. Their first
amateur balloon was a 90,000 cubic
foot balloon built as a cooperative
project with another pilot. Their
second balloon was a 66,000 cubic
foot balloon, and is still airworthy
and flown by a friend. Ron has built
many other amateur built balloons
over the past 25 years. In addition
to homebuilding, Ron & Sue became
Lindstrand dealers in 1996 after
having purchased their first 105,000
cubic foot Lindstrand Balloon
system. Since that time they have
sold many Lindstrand balloons to
various friends around the country.
During their balloon career, they
have owned more than 25 factory
and amateur-built balloons. The
Cassidys also had a very successful
balloon repair station in New
Hampshire.
The Cassidy’s enjoy flying
locally in the Homedale area along
the Snake River Valley. Sheltered
from the upper level winds, the
valley is a wonderful place to fly.
Ron no longer operates a repair
station but does spend a fair amount
of his time building accessories
for balloons, e.g. ground tarps.
Additionally, they do inspections
and maintain their three amateur
built balloons that they currently fly.
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Here are some of the balloons the Cassidys have built over the years.
Continued from page 9

Dakota

This is their current envelope, Owyhee Heights, flying in the recent Teton Valley Balloon
Rally.

Emmenthal

Double Vision

Kodachrome
AeroStats

Twohy
August 2021 • Volume 23, Number 8

Page 10

2021 WAS Membership Application
Name:
❏ Pilot ❏ Crew ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday: Month
Day
Address:
City: 		
State: 		
Date Submitted:			
Home Phone #: (
)
Cell Phone #: (
)
E-Mail Address:
@
BFA Membership #:

Zip:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level:
FAA Wings Level:

BFA Pilot Level:
Other:

Family Member Information
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:
Name:

❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot
❏ Pilot

Membership Type
❏ Charter ($20) ❏ Single or Family ($20)

❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew
❏ Crew

❏ Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)

Membership

The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out.
Please use a 2nd page if there are
two pilots in the family, or if you
have family members with additional information such as cell
phone # and/or BFA #’s.

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
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Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg,
OR 97132
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Willamette Aerostat Society
Waiver
Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement
 To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
 To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

To obtain Member Contact information,
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer.
For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to:
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy

Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a
space available basis at no charge.
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising,
subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format
with pictures in JPG format.
AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates

Full Page — $30
1/2 Page — $20
1/4 Page — $15
Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.
The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.
Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

AeroStats is a monthly
publication
of the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
WAS welcomes you to reprint
material from this newsletter
by individuals or
balloon club organizations
for their personal
or organization use.
We ask that you credit WAS,
AeroStats and the author
in any reuse of newsletter material.
Commercial use of material
(articles or images)
for any reason is prohibited
without the express
written consent
from the
Willamette Aerostat Society.
Material to be considered for
publication should be
mailed or e-mailed to the
Newsletter Editor at
sharigaleOR@gmail.com
Publication deadline
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.
AeroStats reserves the right
to deny publication
of submitted material
for any reason.
Material published in AeroStats
does not imply endorsement
by WAS, its officers,
newsletter editor, or its members
of an event.
Nor does it imply agreement with
opinions, comments, or endorsement
of any product.

Front Cover Photo:

Ron and Sue Cassidy’s latest homebuilt balloon is “Owyhee Heights.” Photo by Shari Gale.
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